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PCEM GEARI NG | TSELF TO BOOST ELECTRI C VEH CLE PRODUCTI ON

KAJANG, Feb 21 (Bernama) -- Perusahaan Qtonpbil El ektrik (Ml aysia) Sdn
Bhd, the conmpany which is undertaking Malaysia's first electric car
project, is gearing itself to produce as many electric vehicles it can to
overcone the whelmng demand it is currently enjoying donestically.

Its general manager operation, Azlan Robert said no matter how nmany
nunber of electric cars the conpany produced since production began in
Novenmber, it has not not been able to cope with demand which far exceeded
supply.

"At this noment, our orders outstrip our capability to produce,"” he
told newsnen after the handing over of 10 units of PCEM s naiden electric
car nodels called "Eleksuria"™ to Universiti Tenaga Nasional (UN TEN)

The current overwhel m ng denand, Azl an said has forced the conpany to
enbark on a production plan which will see about 2,000 m xed variants of
electric cars produced this year

"To gear ourselves up to neet this production plan will not be a
pr obl em because the six-nmonth old PCEM which actually conmenced production
only in Novenber, is able to produce theoritically, eight units a day, or
240 units a nonth easily," he said.

POEM is the brainchild of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
who | aunched the first "Sol ar Baby" electric vehicle called "El eksuria" in
Decenmber at its production plant here.

O her than Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd, United Kingdom s Frazer-Nash Research
Ltd, owns 40 percent of POEM Datuk Mohd Nadzm Mohd Salleh and Tan Sri
Basir Ismail own five percent each in the equity of POEM which was
i ncorporated last March with a paid-up capital of RMLO million.

Azl an said PCEM has no plans to contract out the assenbly of its
vehicles, but it intends to further speed up the |ocalisation process for
conponents and parts in order to solve its production constraints.

PCEM he said is in the mdst of negotiating as well as finalising a
few deals for the localisation of conmponents and parts for the vehicle's
body, which is basically made by conposite material s.

"The faster we localise all the body parts and conmponents, the faster
we will be able to achieve our target of producing 2,000 units a year," he
sai d, adding that the conpany has identified an | poh-based gl ass reinforced
pl astic body manufacturer which has the expertise and know how i n conposite
vehi cl e body manufact uri ng.

On overseas orders, he said the conpany is yet to receive any, but
t here have been enquiries especially from Areri can, Japanese, Phili ppines
and | ndonesi an conpani es.

These enquiries were recei ved when POEM partici pated during the
week-1 ong Langkawi International Maritine and Aerospace Exhibition (LI M)
hel d | ast year in Langkawi , Kedah

PCEM s el ectric four-wheel vehicles, tagged at around RWV40, 000 a unit,
dependi ng on body designs, accessories and one-year free maintenance
service, will be produced in four variants which are the "El eksuria",

"Col f-Buggy", "Hairods-Buggy" and "Airport-Buggy".

Azl an said the four nodels are tailored for different purposes.

El eksuria is designed as a nmass passenger nover, ol f-Buggy for resorts and
gol f course operations, Harrods-Buggy for the British-bound | uxury
supermarket and retail chain Harrods while Airport-Buggy is for airport

use.



He said PCEMis also conmitted in making a very excl usive of f-hi ghway
sol ar assisted electric vehicle like "Go-Kart", for car racing enthusiasts.

Orders received so far are nostly fromholiday and golf resorts, hotels
and the Kual a Lunmpur International Airport (KLIA).

Azl an said a conpany, which operates an anmusenent park and an i ndoor
go-kart track in Penang has placed several orders while an amusenent park
operator, has ordered an initial 30 "go-karts" for his business which wll
start in April.

El eksuria, he said is a passenger nover or utility vehicle which is
used in big areas such as canpuses, |age-scale hotels and holiday resorts,
chal ets and even a | arge industrial base.

The vehicle is also suitable for use in huge airports |ike the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport (KLIA), which needs to transport boarders and
l uggage within its |arge parking space and the main term nal building.

Azl an al so said that POEM has so far manufactured 16 "El eksuria" and 4
"go-kart" and intends to produce a total of 80 units of mxed variants
starting next nonth, after which it should be able to break even. --
BERNANA
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