28/ 11/ 1998

PM Government file notice of appearance

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and the
Government have filed their notice of appearance in respect of a suit by
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim who is challenging his dimssal.

The notice was filed by the Attorney-General's Chanbers on Nov 24 and
served on Anwar's solicitors, Karpal Singh and Co, that sane day. Lawyer
M Manoharan fromthe |l egal firmsaid they were preparing a notice of
appoi ntment which would be filed early next week.

"W will serve it on the respondents the noment we extract it," he said,
adding that his firmwoul d be applying for an early hearing date. A notice
of appointnent is filed to enable the court to fix a hearing date.

Anwar, who is being tried on four of five charges of corrupt practi ces,
had filed his originating sunmons in the H gh Court on Nov 13. He is
seeking a declaration that he is still the Deputy Prime M nister and the
Fi nance M nister since his dismssal on Sept 2 was null and void as it
violated Article 43(5) of the Federal Constitution.

The article states that ministers other than the Prine M nister shall
hol d of fice during the pleasure of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, unless the
appoi ntnent of any minister shall have been revoked by the Yang di - Pertuan
Agong on the advice of the Prinme M nister, but any mnister may resign his
of fice.
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