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PM Don't poison young mi nds

Manan Gsman; Rashid Yusof

KUALA KANGSAR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad

rem nded the people to be wary of attenpts by groups trying to underni ne
the Governnent by various means, including by poisoning the nminds of

chil dren.

These groups would not hesitate in instilling hatred anong children as a
means to garner support, he said.

These peopl e included parents and teachers, he said. They have been
trying to get their children and pupils to hate certain personalities and
devel op aninosity towards the Governnent.

"I was told that their action has reached a | evel whereby ny pictures
are shown to these children and then stressed to themthat this person
ought to be beheaded,"” he told reporters during visit to a silverware
pl ant owned by Mariwasa Sdn Bhd.

Dr Mahathir said he was not so concerned about the attenpt to discredit
him but was nore worried about the children eventually suffering nental
angui sh.

"All this while, we have been trying to instil good val ues anong the
peopl e but there are people who not only do not |isten but al so prevented
others fromfollowi ng good and sound advi ce. "

Dr Mahathir had earlier attended a cl osed-door briefing for Barisan
Nasi onal Youth | eaders at the closing of a four-day work canp in Uu
Kenas, near here.

The work canp was attended by about 200 BN Youth | eaders. Also present
at the closing cerenony were MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik,
M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu, CGerakan president Datuk Seri Dr
Li m Keng Yai k and BN Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussei n.

Asked about the open display of patriotismby many in the |last few days,
the Prime Mnister said he was proud of these people who were apolitica
by nature but who knew what they want ed.

"They were silent in the past, only naking known their stand in
elections ... voting for those they feel can neet their expectations."”

Dr Mahathir said he believed ordinary Ml aysi ans or the "sil ent
majority" wished to express their views but did not know of the nmeans to
do so.

He said some believed that only activists would want to express their
views even if their nunmber was snmall. These activists were outnunbered by
the silent majority who, however, were not active and did not know how to
seek outlets to state their views and opi ni ons.

I nformati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahnmat said yesterday the "Cetusan
Perasaan" (D splay of Feelings) canpai gn woul d be | aunched next week to
enabl e the people to express their views with |arge books to be placed at
public places.

Dr Mahat hir said nany Mal aysians felt they were conmpelled to voice their
feelings due to their disappointnment and humiliation over |ast week's
"scat hing attack".

This was an apparent reference to the remarks by US Vi ce-President Al
CGore on reformasi made during a dinner speech at the Apec forum

On the possible use of the Internet during the next election, Dr
Mahat hir, who is also BN chairman, said if others wanted to attack the BN
t hrough such nmeans, "we will have to nmake use of the sanme way".
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