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Mahat hir-Pol i ce
POLI CE DI D NOT PROVOKE DEMONSTRATORS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 27 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has di sm ssed all egations that the police had provoked | ast
Saturday's rioters in Kanmpung Baru here to turn violent.

He questioned why the denmonstrators had brought with them petrol,
nmol ot ov coctails, stones and sharp objects.

"Cbviously they want to be provoked so that they can have an excuse,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Home Mnister, was speaking at a news
conference after opening the Heli-Asia '98 exhibition at the M nes
i nternational exhibition and convention centre in Sungai Besi here.

Wfe of former deputy prinme mnister Datin Seri Dr WAn Azi zah \Wan
Ismail had all eged that the violent denonstration in Kanpung Baru by
supporters of her husband Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimwas a result of police
provocati on.

On the call by Kanpung Baru residents that police should act firmy
agai nst the denonstrators, Dr Mahathir said: " +Firmly+ does not mnean
beati ng up people.”

On Umo Youth acting chief Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein's statenent
yesterday that the recent spate of anti-government denonstrations in the
capital were designed to block Anwar's trial, Dr Mahathir said H shamuddi n
m ght have evi dence on this.

"Cbviously the denonstration is a duplication of the denonstration in
I ndonesia. O course they want it to be nore violent as happened in
I ndonesi a.

"They want it to be continuous so that the governnment will be toppled.

"The nost inportant is that if the governnent is toppled there will be
no trial for the ex-dpmand then of course he will get away scot free," the
prime mnister said.

Dr Mahathir said the denonstrations had to be stopped early before
peopl e got burnt or Kkilled.

"Already they are beginning to advi se people to bring kerosene, petrol
and sonetinmes they tal k about nolotov cocktail also,” the prinme mnister
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said these people were being inspired by other countries to
change the character and tradition in Mal aysia to achieve their objective.

Asked whether there will be a crack down on denonstrators, he said: "I
don't know what you nean by cracking down, if it is just to beat them on
the head or sonething like that, we are not intending to do that."

The prime mnister said the police have no intention of beating up
peopl e.

Asked on his neeting with Menteris Besar here last night, Dr Mahathir
said it was just to exchange information on happeni ngs on the ground.

Asked on incursions by Singapore's mlitary aircraft after the ban on
their use of Malaysian air space since Sept 18 whi ch Singapore had deni ed,
Dr Mahathir Ml aysia would study the matter.
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