16/ 11/ 1998

Pol i ce use water cannons to disperse denmonstrators at KLCC

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Police were forced to use water cannons to di sperse a
group of denonstrators along Jal an Anpang, near the Kuala Lunmpur City
Centre building, after they ignored orders to di sperse.

About 150 people started chanting anti-Governnent slogans and di spl ayi ng
banners and posters about 1.30pm and an hour |ater Dang Wangi police chief
Seni or Assistant Conm ssioner |l Zainal Abidin Ali ordered the group to
di sperse but was jeered at instead.

Fol |l owi ng this, scores of policenen, including the Federal Reserve Unit
who were stationed at the vicinity of the buil ding since norning, noved
in.

When the denmonstrators refused to budge, water laced with a yell ow
substance, was sprayed in their direction.

Al t hough the police have been using the water cannons on several
occasions, this was the first time they had m xed a yel | ow col our
substance in the water to spray at the denobnstrators.

It is learnt that the yell ow col our cannot be washed off, hence it will
be easier for the police to identify those involved in the illegal
gat heri ng.

Pol i ce detai ned several protesters. However, until Press tinme, it could
not be ascertai ned how many were picked up.

It was |l earnt that police had noved i n because they received i nformation
that the denonstrators were planning to march to the nearby Renai ssance
Hotel as they had tried to do |ast night.

City police chief Datuk Kamaruddin Alias declined to conment on the
i nci dent when cont act ed.

Earlier, a gathering organised by the Asia Pacific People' s Assenbly was
hel d at the KLCC Park about 1lam

Duri ng the peaceful 90-m nute gathering, representatives fromvarious
countries in the Asia Pacific region, including those from Ml aysi a,

I ndonesia and the Phillipines, took turns to address the crowd of about
250.

Fliers distributed to the crowd said the gathering was a show of protest
of globalisation and its adverse effect on people's lives and to denounce
the Asi a-Pacific Econom c Co-operation and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.
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