23/ 10/ 1998
Pol i ce warn denonstrators who carry volatile itens

M Jeffri Razali

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Police will come down hard on anyone caught in
possessi on of petrol or kerosene during an illegal gathering scheduled in
Jal an Tuanku Abdul Rahman on Sat urday.

This follows the distribution of mni-panphlets to notorists and
passers-by in the city, urging the public to turn up for the planned
gathering at 3.30pm and bring along petrol or kerosene and small towels.

The panphl ets which | abel | ed the schedul ed gat hering as Perhi npunan
Sejuta Rakyat (Gathering of AMIlion Citizens), also advised the
participants to be careful as the police would take stern acti on agai nst
t hem

Commenting on the panphlets, city police chief Datuk Kamaruddin Ali said
this evening police were viewing the matter seriously as this was the
first tine the public had been told to bring along volatile materials to
an illegal gathering.

In view of this, he said he had instructed his nen to be on the | ookout
and conduct checks on anyone who turned up for the gathering.

"W will take the nbst severe action against those found to be in
possessi on of kerosene or petrol at any gathering.

"Apart fromthe usual action against illegal gathering, they will also
be facing charges for carrying of fensive weapons,” he said in a tel ephone
i nterview.

Due to the seriousness of the matter, Kamaruddin said police were fully
prepared to deal with any eventuality.

"W will take the necessary action to ensure that things do not get out
of hand. There is no conpromise when it cones to the security of the
public and nation."

Kamaruddi n al so warned that police would not hesitate to take action

agai nst denonstrators, even if they brought children along to any illega
gat heri ng.

"I have warned the public on countl ess occasions not to bring children
along at illegal assenmblies. This tine around, we will not tolerate this
nonsense. "

It is learnt that nost of the denmponstrators had brought al ong children
as an "insurance" against any police attenpt to break up illegal
gat heri ngs.

On runours that a large crowd woul d gather at the National Msque after
Fri day prayers tonorrow before marching to the Parlianment buil ding
Karmar uddi n sai d those who had received |l eaflets on the nmatter should
di sregard them

He said police were aware of the natter and adequate precaution woul d be
taken to ensure nothing untoward happened.

A group is scheduled to stage an illegal gathering near Parlianent
bui | di ng tonorrow where the 1999 Budget woul d be tabled by Prinme M nister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad.
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