07/11/1998

PM We're ready to anend policies to ensure private sector succeeds

Ram an Sai d
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today the Government is willing to review policies to accompdate the

needs of the business conmunity so that they will becone successful.

He said if policies were found to be a hindrance to the country's
devel opnent, the Governnment woul d study ways to amend them

"W have changed many | aws and policies before to ensure businesses in
Mal aysi a succeeded,” he said at a dial ogue with participants of a
conference on microchip design at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The conference, titled "Accelerating the Establishnment of CAD and IC
(Mcrochip) Design Industry in Malaysia", was jointly organi sed by
Mal aysi a | ndustry- Government Group for Hi gh Technol ogy, Miltinedia
Devel opnent Cor porati on, Ml aysi an Technol ogy Devel opnent Cor poration and
Anmi ca Technol ogi es.

Dr Mahathir later w tnessed the signing of menoranda of understandi ng
bet ween Am ca Technol ogi es and three | ocal universities and Mara Institute
of Technol ogy.

The Prime Mnister said the Government was keen to help pronote the
m crochip design industry as it was its duty to help the private sector.

"If you have probl ens, please comunicate themto us ... that is to the
hi ghest |l evel," he said, assuring the participants that he would give his
personal attention to solving them

Dr Mahathir explained that in Ml aysia, there existed a very close co-
operation between the Governnment and the private sector as the idea of
both parties working together closely was consi dered good.

He said this was because the Governnent regarded itself as a partner of
the private sector, thus it did not wish to see the latter fail. As proof
of the close relationship, Dr Mahathir said dial ogues with the business
sector were held every year

Al luding to accusations of the Governnent bailing out conpanies hit by
the econom c problens, Dr Mahathir said: "W are not bailing them out
al one. W& are actually bailing oursel ves out because if they earn profits,
we will also make nmoney. "

On the mcrochip design industry, Dr Mahathir said building the
infrastructure was within Malaysia's capability but it was nore difficult
to train Malaysians to participate init.

"W want themto be able to actually do the work (designing), not just
study the theories at universities," he said.

Dr Mahat hir added that Mal aysia m ght be the third | argest producer of
mrcochips in the world but fromthe val ue-added aspect, it gai ned nothing
much as nmuch of the technol ogy was inported.

"The vol une of trade may be big but what we actually get is mninal
What we want to do is to inport only the basic conponents so that the
fini shed products exported have a |l arge | ocal content. Eventually, we want
to produce the whole thing here."

( END)
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