25/ 09/ 1998

Police had to act, says PM

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad yesterday defended the police for their
stern action agai nst supporters of dism ssed Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi mwho had organised illegal rallies.

The Prime Mnister said the police had to take such action because the
situation had becone unruly and if left unchecked, mght lead to racia
riots.

"... we have a probl emhere because people of different races m ght
fight each other if we allowthat kind of rally which is neant to incite
viol ence," he told newsnen after chairing the National Information
Technol ogy Council neeting in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

"Bei ng responsible, we have to stop the riots. If we allow such action
to continue, this would aggravate, perhaps to |looting, thefts and even
rapi ng, and then the government will be considered irresponsible.

"They (Anwar's supporters) know that if they resist violently, we al so
have to put a certain anount of violent," he said, adding the foreign news
agencies would certainly like to show how the | ocal policenen acted
violently and the pictures taken will be repeatedly aired by their
t el evi si on net wor ks.

Al'l these, he said, were to give the inpression that Asians,
particul arly Mal aysi ans, cannot run the country and shoul d hand back the
runni ng of the country to their colonial masters.

Dr Mahathir also rem nded that the ban on public rallies has | ong been
exi stence i n Mal aysi a.

"There has always been a ban in this country. It is not only now Thus,
when Anwar held rallies in his house and el sewhere, he is actually
breaki ng the | aw.

On CNBC s broadcast of Anwar's video tape which alleged that the Prine
M nister is corrupted and involved in political conspiracy and cronyi sm
Dr Mahathir said the US tel evision network can spread whatever lies to the
whol e wor | d.

"You are free to air this (tape) every half an hour because you own the
medi a and can tell lies and influence the whol e worl d agai nst us.

"That is the right of the nedia. What rights | have, of course, is of no
interest to you," he added.

Asked whether there is truth to the content of the tape aired by CNBC,

Dr Mahathir said: "This is freedom of speech, which includes freedomto

tell lies. W accept that."
On the fate of Umo Youth Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di, who was arrested
under the Internal Security Act on Monday for his involverent inillega

rallies, Dr Mahathir said the party's suprenme council will discuss the
matter soon.

"Since the youth novenent has submitted a nenorandumon a vote of no
confidence agai nst the Umo Youth chief, the suprene council nmenbers will
have to take this into consideration

"It is up to the suprene council to decide," he said, adding the
Governnent will al so have to review Ahmad Zahid's position as Bank
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