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PM Reports of poisoning " basel ess

Badrul H sham Mahzan; Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUVPUR, Wed. - Reports by two British newspapers that Ml aysi an
authorities had mass poi soned and killed I ndonesian illegal inmgrants at
detention centres were basel ess and unfounded, Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanad sai d today.

"l don't understand why we shoul d mass poi son them when we can actually
send t housands of them back to I ndonesi a.

"The repatriation exercise is being carried out snoothly. Wy shoul d
there be a need for us to kill then®"

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, was speaking to reporters after
a special neeting with party divisional |eaders at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

The Cbserver front-paged a report three days ago, claimng that Ml aysia
had mass poi soned defencel ess refugees and nmigrant workers in detention
canps.

The newspaper clainmed that the poisonings made detai nees vonit bl ood and
triggered riots which were brutally suppressed, "ringleaders" were shot
dead, and others tortured, beaten and robbed before bei ng deport ed.

On Monday, The | ndependent quoted Ammesty International as saying that
Mal aysia's determination to deport illegals was putting thousands of
people at risk of illness, injury and political persecution.

Asked to conmment on the reports, Dr Mahathir said the | ndonesian
CGover nnent under st ood Mal aysi a's predi canent and the need to repatriate
themto their honel and

Dr Mahathir, who is also Hone Mnister, said the West had in fact
"poi soned" | ndonesia by attacking the rupiah and forcing its depreciation.

"This resulted in 20 mllion Indonesians [ osing their jobs. They did not
| ose their jobs because of the Indonesian Governnent but because the
rupi ah was attacked and deval ued.

"Everyt hing was caused by the sane type of people as the witers of
t hese newspaper reports.”

On whether this was an attenpt to force the Government to open up the
detention centres to human right groups and organi sations, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"Human rights groups woul d not be satisfied until the detainees are
pl aced in five-star hotels. If the human rights groups are willing to
finance, we are willing to put themin Shangri-La (Hotel)."

Asked how t he foreign nedia had obtai ned pictures of the happeni ngs
i nside the detention centres, the Prine Mnister said:

"Well, | wouldn't like to say it, but sonebody obviously got sonething
for them (the pictures). One of the things that we want to elimnate is
corruption.

"Corruption takes many forns. This kind of pictures can be obtained
t hrough corruption.”

When asked whet her police photographers could have supplied the
phot ographs to the foreign nedia, he said:

"Yes, maybe they can get police photographers to give it to them"

Dr Mahathir said with the aid of sone Ml aysi ans, those fromthe West
want ed t o destroy Mal aysi a.

"What | say may sound extrenme, but this is the effect of what they do.

"Now these pictures will be broadcast over BBC (British Broadcasting
Corporation)."



Dr Mahathir said when a Hindu guru was arrested in a "civilised country”
and his legs and arns were chained by the authorities, it was not shown on
TV. "But if we do that, you can be sure that it will be on TV."

( END)
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