19/ 12/ 1998

I've many in mnd as possible deputy, says PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad said
today he had "a |l ot of people in mnd" to be the new Deputy Prine M nister

but had "still not decided" on who it would be.

"I amstill thinking. | haven't decided,"” he said when asked about when
he woul d be maki ng a decision on the matter.

Asked if he had anyone in mnd, Dr Mahathir said: "I have a | ot of
people in mnd ... people who apparently consider they are eligible."

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters after addressing about 1,500 Fel da
schene | eaders at Bal ai Fel da.

Asked if he was considering any of the Umo vice-presidents or none of
them he said: "That | cannot tell you. If | did, that would be difficult.
Bel ow the party president, belowthe vice-presidents, belowthat ... no, |
cannot tell you."

The party's three vice-presidents are Foreign M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi , Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Razak and
forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Miuhanmmad Muhamad Taib who is
currently on | eave fromthe post.

( END)
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