21/ 10/ 1998

Poverty anmong rural wonen the thenme of neeting

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Third International Steering Conm ttee Meeting
on Rural Wonmen's Economi ¢ Advancenent whi ch began today, will revol ve
around the thenme "Poverty Among Rural Wnen, Their Families and

Communi ties".

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohanmad will open the nmeeting on
Thursday. His wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali, who is also I SC
president for 1996-1998, is hosting the neeting.

Patron Queen Fabi ol a of Bel gium who arrived here today, will be anobng
about 100 del egates fromaround the world attending the five-day event at
t he Pal ace of the Gol den Horses.

Al'so present will be First Ladies and officials fromthe participating
countries, including Mal aysia, Belgium Senegal, Jordan, Nigeria, Egypt,
Kyrgyzstan, Mrocco and Ecuador.

Representatives frominternational organisations such as the United
Nati ons Devel opnent Programme, the International Fund for Agricultura
Devel opnent and the United Nations Popul ation Fund, will al so take part.

On the agenda will be discussions on:

* the devel opnment and access to suitable technol ogy for rural wonen;

* managi ng and conserving the environnent;

* the inplenmentation of micro and small-scale enterprises for rura
wonen and their famlies; and,

* nobi lising wonen t hrough government organi sations, non-gover nment al
organi sations and the private sector (smart partnerships).
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