30/ 10/ 1998
Poverty level in Ml aysia set to rise, says Annuar

Asi ah Buj ang
MALAYSI A is expected to see arise inits poverty level from®6.7 per cent
| ast year to 8 per cent this year due to the current econonic probl em

Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar Miusa said while the nunber of
poor househol ds is expected to increase by 22 per cent, he said the
i nci dence of hardcore poverty is expected to rise from1.2 per cent |ast
year to 1.7 per cent this year

"It is inmportant for the Governnent to intensify effort to reduce the
poverty |l evel during the economc problemas the problemnmay lead to
soci al and political unrest," he said when officiating the second neeting
of the Asean senior officials on Rural Devel opnment and Poverty Eradication
(SOVRDPE) in Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

As such, all poverty-eradication programmes and village industry
projects nmust be intensified to help rural fol ks overcome the effects of
t he economi ¢ probl em

When tabling the 1999 Budget at the Dewan Rakyat on Cctober 23, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said rural devel opnent will be
further enhanced through agricultural productivity programres such as
construction of agricultural infrastructure, introduction as well as the
usage of new t echnol ogy and training.

Apart fromthat, construction of rural roads, supply of electricity and
wat er and redevel opnent of traditional villages and growth centres are
al so bei ng done.

An anount of RML. 124 billion is allocated to finance these progranmes
including RML38 nmillion for Sabah and RML51 million for Sarawak.

The Governnent's effort to eradicate poverty will al so be enphasi sed
through its poverty eradi cati on of the hardcore poor, enhancing village
econom ¢ activities and the rehabilitation of dil api dated houses.

A sumof RMLO8 million is allocated under these programes and 41, 300
househol ds are expected to benefit.

According to a 1998 report the United Nati on Depvel opnent Programme,
al rost 60 per cent of people in devel oping countries still do not have
access to sanitation, one third have no safe water, one in four has no
adequat e housi ng or access to health services of any kind.

More than 17 mllion people die each year fromcurable infectious and
parasitic di seases such as diarrhea, neasles, nalaria and tubercul osis.

Some 40, 000 peopl e die fromhunger related causes everyday. About 850
mllion of themare still illiterate which exclude themfrom formnal
know edge and i nfornmation

"The effects of these inequalities are felt nostly in rural area anpbngst
men and wonen al i ke, " he added.

The second SOVRDPE neeting, from Cctober 29 to 30, saw participation
from Asean countries |ike Brunei, |Indonesia, Laos, Ml aysia, the
Phil I'i pi nes, Singapore, Thailand and Vi et nam

Myanmar sent representative fromthe enbassy and Canbodi a acts as
observer.

The objectives of the nmeeting are to discuss on three priority projects
whi ch have been identified by the Asean Expert G oup neeting held on
Decenber 17 to 18 | ast year in Yogyakarta, |ndonesia.

The projects are:

* Training of facilitators on Rural Devel opment and Poverty Eradication

* Canpai gn for Enhancing National and Regi onal Public Awareness on Rura



Devel opnent and Poverty Eradi cati on.
* Buil di ng and Enhanci ng Capacities for Research, Assessnent and
Moni toring of Poverty in Asean countri es.
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