07/ 04/ 1998

Practise spirit of sacrifice advocated by Islam King, PM

THE Ki ng yesterday called for patience and sacrifice by the people in
wor ki ng together with the Governnment to overcone the problens facing the
country.

In his Hari Raya Haji Aidil Adha nessage, Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja'afar said the spirit of sacrifice advocated by Islamshoul d be
practised at all tines.

The King, and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Naji hah, in w shing Mislins a
Sel amat Hari Raya Haji called on Mal aysians to maintain the spirit of
inter-racial and inter-religious tolerance and cooperati on.

In his message, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad reni nded
Mal aysi ans that although the country's devel opnent achi evenent is

sonet hi ng whi ch they can be proud of, it is still far fromthe | evel which
coul d saf eguard the country.
"Qur econony is still not free yet fromexternal threats. Due to

gl obal i sation and a free market which sees no boundaries attached, our
econony i s exposed to such threats.

"However, we shoul d be thankful because the country is still able to
protect its sovereignty.

"The question of whether we will be able to preserve this depends on our
willingness to make sacrifices in our lifestyle. This is the tine that the
spirit of sacrifice advocated by |Islambe practised to protect the
religion, race and country," he said.

Noting that the Hari Raya Aidil Adha advocates the true neani ng of
sacrifice, Dr Mahathir called on all Muslins to preserve unity and prevent
division and in-fighting anong t hensel ves.

He said to ensure that their well-being is protected, they should
refrain fromtarnishing the religion's good nane through irresponsible
act s.

"The solutions to problens anbng Muslins and with the others should
reflect our belief in the Quran and the teachings of the Prophet. The
Hudai bi yah accord si gned by Prophet Muhanmad where he sacrificed the
current interest had ensured victory for the future.

"As a result of it, not only was the Prophet able to enter Mecca in the
foll ow ng year but people in the city al so enbraced Islam”

Dr Mahathir al so said that he was thankful that Muslins in Malaysia are
still able to celebrate Aidil Adha despite the country's econonic
pr obl ens.

"We are nmuch better conpared to those in other countries who had | ost
their life and properties defending the religion and their countries from
t he enem es of |slam

"W have seen the calanities that have befallen the Muslins in
Pal esti ne, Bosni a-Herzegovi na and Chechnya. Simlar fate has al so befallen
t he Al banian Muslins in Kosovo, Serbia."

The Prime M nister said the progress achieved by Miuslinms in Ml aysia
proves that they do not |ack capability.

"W have played a role in safeguarding the dignity of Islam Therefore,
do not tarnish our imge and the religion just because we formthe
majority and feel protected in our country."

The Prime Mnister and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmad Al
wish all Muslins in Malaysia a Selamat Hari Raya Haji.

( END)
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