16/ 08/ 1998

“Practi se noderation and di scard extremni sn

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Stressing the inportance of tolerance in a multi-
raci al society, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today advi sed the people to
continue to practi se noderation and to discard extrem sm

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi ans shoul d be grateful because despite
its multi-racial composition, there were no racial conflicts.

"We are not extremi st ... we are rational people ... we are used to
living with people of other races, faith and | anguages,” he said when
openi ng the ninth annual congress of the Liberal Denocratic Party.

"Those who conme here cannot understand how Mal aysi ans who do not speak
the sane | anguage, do not profess the sanme religion and do not have the
sane culture can |live together harnoniously."

He cautioned the people on the dangers of intolerance and extrem sm
citing incidents in sone countries which had caused civil wars and
t ensi on.

"I'n some countries, people are so intolerant that they fight over sone
m nor differences."

The prevailing tol erance anobng Mal aysians is to a large extent due to
sensitivity to one another's beliefs and cul ture.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Bari san Nasi onal chairman, said BN conponent
parties should renmenber the inportance of tol erance anong t hensel ves.

He said the BN had striven to ensure that all comrunities, irrespective
of their race and religion, were represented in the Federal and State
Gover nment .

Dr Mahathir said all comunities, including the mnor ones, were given a
role in the BN Governnent.

"There nmay be those who are not represented in the Cabinet but are
represented at other levels as we want to accommpdate all the races."

Dr Mahathir said the appoi ntnment of LDP president Datuk Chong Kah Ki at
to the Federal Cabinet denonstrated the BN s desire for all its conponents
to be represented in the Governnent.

"Dat uk Chong's presence in the Federal Cabinet has enabled himto voice
probl ens faced by the people, especially menbers of his party.”

He said Chong had al so played a significant role in pronoting ties
bet ween Sabah and the Federal Governnment.
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