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Practise self-regulation, ISPs told

| NTERNET service providers and tel econmuni cati on conpani es nmust exerci se
self-regul atory neasures to ensure there is no abuse of these services
when conpani es or individuals transmt electronic information.

"Al though there is no specific way to prevent abuse of the systemlike
t he recent runour nongering through the Internet, we feel that those
involved in the industry and its clients, should practise self-
regul ati on," said Tel econmuni cati ons Departnent director-general Datuk Hod
Par man yest er day.

He al so said the I SPs and tel ephony firns nust set a benchmark for
quality infrastructure and services within the industry to prepare for the
i mpl ementati on of the equal access concept which starts on Jan 1, 1999.

Hod added that the five tel econmunications firns had agreed to
contri bute towards a public awareness progranme on the benefits of equa
access.

He said a task force was preparing various nodes of information
di ssem nation programmes to create this awareness and t he canpai gn was
expected to take of f in Cctober.

Hod al so urged the five firns to publicise and educate, as soon as
possi bl e, both corporate and hone users on the benefits of equal access.

The equal access players involved are Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd, Bi na-Sat Com
Sdn Bhd, Tine Tel econmuni cati ons Sdn Bhd, Muti ara Tel econmuni cati ons Sdn
Bhd and Cel com Sdn Bhd.

Hod said the information could be provided via the Internet, nedia and
exhi bi ti ons.

He said the five I SPs and tel ephony firns shoul d di scuss anobng
thensel ves a way to ensure the present infrastructure and services offered
were conpatible and of a high quality.

Hod spoke at a Press conference in Kuala Lunmpur to announce Ml aysia's
prem er international telecomunications event - Asean Telecom'98 - to be
held fromNov 3 to 6 at the Malaysia International Exhibition and
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Meanwhi |l e, Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Must af f a Babj ee, executive chairman of AMB
Exhi bi ti ons Sdn Bhd, the organi ser of Asean Tel ecom' 98, said 220
exhibitors from18 countries were expected to take part.

Some 10,000 trade visitors are expected to visit the exhibition to be
opened by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

About 20 per cent of the exhibitors have confirned their participation
so far.

Anpong t hose who have agreed to participate are three giant Gernman
conpani es - Sienens, Bosch Tel ecom and Krone.

O hers are Tel ekom Mal aysi a, Nokia, NEC, Cisco System Iridium Sagem
and Mar coni
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