24 FEB 1998
Commonweal t h
PRE GAMES FROM JULY 11 TO 19

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 24 (Bernama) -- Sukom N nety Ei ght Berhad (Sukon)
will hold a pre-ganes for the Commonwealth event fromJuly 11 to 19 at
Bukit Jalil sports conplex, its executive chairman Tan Sri HashimAli said
t oday.

He said local and international nmeets for athletics, aquatics, squash,
men' s hockey and gymastics woul d be held sinultaneously with the
participation of some 2,000 athletes.

"We have taken into consideration several international events held
during this period. W hope the Youth and Sports Mnister will accept this
date,"” he said after neeting the five sports associations involved as well
as the Aynpic Council of Malaysia (OCM, police, RTM and the Information
M nistry.

Hashi m sai d Sukom woul d nmobilise its resources including vol unteers,
transportation, equipnment, techonology and ticketing systemwhile a certain
nunber of foreign technical officials would al so be invited.

"W will put the whole systemto test during the dry run. | want to see
hi gh [ evel of stress so we can determ ne our strength and shortcomn ngs
prior to the ganes proper," he said.

The pre-ganes, initially planned fromJuly 9 to 12, was proposed by
Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad. The Commonweal th Ganmes will
take place fromSept 11 to 21.

Hashi m said every aspect of the ganes which canme under Sukom s
responsibility would be put into test including doping tests, security,
host broadcasting and if possible, the ganes village.

He said Sukom and the five sports bodies had agreed to the new date
taking into consideration the Wrld Cup soccer final on July 12, the Asian
Track and Field (ATF) chanpionship in Fukuoka fromJuly 19 to 22 and the
Athletics Grand Prix in Europe.

The Asi an Squash Chanpi onship woul d be held as part of the pre-ganes
whil e the Mal aysian Amateur Athletics Union (MAAU) would |l ook into the
possibility of changing its pre-games scheduled earlier in May to July, he
sai d.

He said athletics needed three days, squash (eight), aquatics (six),
hockey (four) and gymastics six days for the events to be conpl et ed.

"The main stadium may be ready in May but the whole area surrounding it
will still be in a nmess. The athletics neet will be noved to July subject
to the approval of the MAAU president," he said.

Aquatics and gymastics woul d organi se | ocal neets during the pre-ganes
whi | e hockey could arrange international friendly matches, probably wth
I ndi a or Paki stan, Hashi m sai d.

"The inportant thing is we don't want the July event to outshine the
Sept enber ganes. The ot her pre-ganes scheduled in June for aquatic will go
on as planned," he said.

He said the schedule of the five sports during the pre-ganes woul d be
arranged as cl ose as possible to the Commonweal th Ganmes arrangenent while
t he requi renent of volunteers would probably be the sanme as for the ganes
proper.

Hashi m said the LRT system woul d be operational during that period
whi l e he woul d asked the Road Transport Departnent (RTD) to allow certain
bus routes for the pre-games to see the effectiveness of public
transportation to the sports conpl ex.



Hashi m said client broadcasters could also take the opportunity to test
t hei r equi pnent.

As an incentive to pull in the crowd, Hashimsaid entry for the
pre-ganmes woul d be free. -- BERNAMA
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