06/ 10/ 1998

Preparing to neet needs of Apec sunmit del egates

PETALI NG JAYA, Mon. - To accommpdat e the needs of del egates attending the
Asia Pacific Econom c Co-operation summt in Kuala Lunmpur next nonth, 125
Governnent officers today went on a course to fam liarise thenselves with
t he protocol and general know edge to nake the sunmit a success.

These include the understandi ng of international and federal protocol,
cross-cul tural comuni cati ons and know edge of |ocal tourism

Opening the "Apec Liaison Oficers Course 1998" at the Institute of
Di pl omacy and Foreign Rel ations here, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad's wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali said much is
expected of the Kuala Lunpur summt, apart fromthe agendas that woul d be
di scussed.

Dr Siti Hasmah added that the way the conference is organi sed and the
treatment accorded to foreign guests would create a |l asting inpression on
t he del egat es.

"Serious consideration should therefore be given to protocol rel ated
matters as an inportant di nension of the organisation of the summt.
Failure to do so, |eading to organisational and protocol blunders on our
part, will have a significant inmpact on the overall outconme of the
summit," she said.

Dr Siti Hasmah | ater gave the officers fromWsma Putra, International
Trade and I ndustry Mnistry, Prime Mnister's Departnent and ot her
mnistries a talk on the subject based on her own experi ences when on
of ficial visits abroad.

She particularly touched on the needs of the spouse of |eaders who ni ght
want to nmake their own side visits, hence the need for know edge of |oca
tourism

The Apec sumit will be held fromMNov 12 to 19.

Anong the | eaders expected to attend are United States President Bill
Clinton, Russia' s President Boris Yeltsin and People's Republic of China
Presi dent Ji ang Zemi n.
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