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Preserving rich heritage of Kedah

Shukor Rahman

A KEDAH Heritage Trust is in the works. Puan Seri Nila Inangda, w fe of
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid, recently visited the Penang
Heritage Trust for discussions on the matter.

She net PHT secretary Khoo Sal ma Nasution. Al so present was Zuraim
Harun, an Al or Star-based architect who is al so a PHT nenber.

"W suggested that a sem nar be organised to attract interest fromal
quarters,” said Sal ma, who expressed the hope that the PHT, Sumatra
Heritage Trust and the proposed Kedah Heritage Trust would foster a close
wor ki ng rel ati onshi p

Kedah historian Isnmail Salleh, who has been calling for such a body
si nce 1995, wel coned the nove.

"It is high time Kedah set up a heritage trust to ensure its historica
bui I di ngs are preserved for posterity. Several such buildi ngs have been
denol i shed to make way for devel opnent over the | ast few years," he said.

He nentioned | stana Punpong, denolished in the 1980s to nake way for
shophouses and food stalls.

Ismai|l said several historic buildings are in need of urgent attention,
including the old magi strate's court, the Istana Lana and the Bal ai Seni

The ol d courthouse and the palace, both built in 1912, have | ong been
negl ect ed. Dadah addi cts have nmade t he courthouse their haunt.

The Bal ai Seni, explained Ismail, was built in 1892, and used to be the
courthouse before beconing a general office for the Public Wrks
Departrment, the Drainage and Irrigation Department, and the Land O fice.
The late Sultan Badlishah al so used to have his office there.

The present town square bounded by the Balai Seni, Masjid Zahir, Balai
Besar and Bal ai Nobat used to be a field known as Padang Court; here,
massi ve anti - Mal ayan Uni on denonstrati ons were hel d.

"Unfortunately, due to neglect, several historic cannons at Bal ai Besar
and Padang Court were stolen in the 1970s," he said.

Ismai|l said that anong the buil di ngs which should be |isted as heritage
buil dings are Masjid Zahir, Balai Besar, |Istana Pelamn, Balai Seni, Balai
Nobat, the General Post O fice, the police headquarters, the old
magi strate's court, the hones of Tunku Abdul Rahrman and Prime M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, |stana Kuning, the Menteri Besar's
resi dence at Mental oon, and Kota Kual a Bahang at Kual a Kedah.

He said CGua Kerbau, a cave at Bukit Keplu within the padi-grow ng area
of Kampung Kodi ang Lama, shoul d al so be naintained as part of Kedah's
heritage, as it played a vital role in hastening the departure of Sianese
forces fromLigor; these forces had occupi ed Kedah for 20 years, beginning
in 1821.

Ismail said certain places along the Kedah R ver, such as Suka Menanti
and Tel uk Si am Bi nasa, were the scene of nunerous battles against the
Si anese and shoul d be preserved.

O her inportant places along the river, he said, include Gerbang,

Tanj ung Bendahara, Kanpung Tok Tenenggong, Linbong, Tajar, Tanah Merah and
Pendang, which all played a vital role in Kedah's river trade in the 19th
century.

In Sungai Petani, he said, the clock tower donated by LimLean Teng and
the old police station should be regarded as part of Kedah's heritage.

He feels the authorities should nake greater efforts to conpile and
record the history of the State, especially fromsonme of the nore



know edgeabl e ol der fol k.

Wt hout such historical records and accounts, he said, the younger as
wel |l as future generations will be ignorant of Kedah's rich and col ourful
past .

* Those interested in joining the proposed trust, please contact Zuraimni
Harun at 04-7303479.
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