01 AUG 1998
Visit
DJI BOUTI AN PRESI DENT BEG@ NS VI SI T TOVORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 1 (Bernamm) -- President Hassan Goul ed Apti don of
Djibouti is scheduled to start a nine-day state visit to Ml aysia tonorrow
to further enhance bilateral ties, the Foreign Mnistry said today.

The visit, the first by President Aptidon, is at the invitation of the
Yang di - Pertuan Agong Tuanku Ja'afar, Wsna Putra said in a statenent.

M ni ster of Conmerce and | ndustry Mohamed Bar kat Abdillah and M ni ster
of Transport, Tel ecomuni cations Abdal |l ah Abdillahi M guil, senior
governnent officials and businessnen will be acconpanyi ng the president.

President Aptidon's itinerary includes an audi ence with Tuanku Ja' af ar
and Raj a Permai suri Agong Tuanku Naji hah and briefings at the |International
Islamic University (I1U) and Petronas.

He will also visit Port Klang, the Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre (KLCC) and
Kual a Lunpur Tower.

He will lead the Djibouti delegation for bilateral talks with Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The Djiboutian mnisters will also attend separate briefings by the
Econom ¢ Pl anning Unit (EPU), the Ml aysian Industrial Devel opnent
Authority (M DA) and the Multi nmedi a Devel opnent Corporation (MXC).

Djibouti, a forner French territory of 22,000 sq kmin area, is |ocated
in the eastern region of the African continent known as the Horn of Africa.

Its neighbours are Sonalia to the south, Ethiopia to the west and
Eritrea to the north.

Dj i bouti has a popul ati on of 434,000 and a servi ce-based econony.
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