16 AUG 1998

AGONG SENDS CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO PRESI DENT HABI Bl E

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Tuanku
Ja' afar has sent a congratul atory nmessage to President B.J. Habi bie on the
occasion of the 53rd anniversary of |Indonesia's independence tonorrow.

The King expressed the hope that the existing close ties between the
two nei ghbours woul d be further enhanced and that |ndonesia could solve
what ever probl ens and chal |l enges it was facing.

"The Raja Permai suri Agong and | pray that President Habibie could
continue | eading the country towards greater econom c devel opnent and
prosperity," Tuanku Ja'afar said.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad sent a simlar nessage to
Habi bie, calling on the President and the | ndonesian people to be steadfast
in facing current chall enges.

"Wth the existing cooperatiion, | amconfident that we would continue
strenghtening the bridge of friendship and cordial relations between the
peopl es of Mal aysia and | ndonesi a," he said.

Forei gn M nister Datuk Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi sent a simlar nessage to
his counterpart Ali Al atas.
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