22/ 07/ 1998
Press has a najor role in reviving econony, says PM

Farush Khan

SEREMBAN, Tues. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today rem nded the | oca
medi a that they have a magjor role to play in reviving the country's
econony.

However, the Prime Mnister said, it was unfortunate that sometines the
medi a chose to negatively report issues excessively, which could becone a
count er - producti ve acti on.

Dr Mahathir cited recent reports on Indah Water Konsortium and the Kual a
Lunpur International Airport in Sepang which had negative el enents.

He al so spoke on the |l ack of coverage given by the local nedia to
proj ects which could be considered "charitable" in nature.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after a cl osed-door
nmeeting with Negri Senbilan Umo | eaders.

He had been asked his expectations of the nmedia follow ng changes in the
top positions of several newspapers.

More than 400 divisional |eaders attended the the neeting. Dr Mahathir
arrived this norning for a one-day working visit here.

Respondi ng to the question, Dr Mahathir sai d nobody, including hinself,
could hold their positions indefinitely.

"Sonetinmes we have to go, but | hope when |I go, people will not nake
strange interpretations,"” he added.

El aborating on the | ocal nmedia coverage, Dr Mahathir recalled that when
| WK was given a RMBOO million soft loan fromthe Governnent, the nedia had
asked whether or not the nmove was a bail out.

The | ocal nedia, he added, had echoed the sentinents of certain sections
of the foreign nedia.

He al so spoke of the lack of coverage on the facilities provided by
Petronas at the Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre for the people.

He said Petronas had spent RMLOO nmillion providing a mall, sw mm ng poo
and a park at the KLCC for the people. He said when he visited the KLCC on
Sunday, he saw hundreds of people enjoying the facilities free of charge.

Dr Mahathir said: "The conpany (Petronas) has done it on its own
initiative. No one directed (the conpany) to do it. Did anybody ever say
that this was a very charitable act on the part of Petronas?”

On the other hand, reports about the problens encountered by the Kual a
Lunmpur International Airport were highlighted, the Prime Mnister said.

He added that it was lucky that the new airport in Hong Kong was al so
faci ng probl ens.

"t herwi se, the KLI A would continue to be seen as no good," he said.

I n Washi ngton, Zainul Ariffin reports that Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi mdescribed the recent resignations of newspaper editors
as part of normal changes in the industry.

Nevert hel ess, he said, while the editors may change, the nedi a nust
continue to be credible, truthful and responsible in doing its job.

"As the Prine Mnister had said, these are on-goi ng normal changes.

"What is nore inportant is that the nedia nust remain credible and
obj ective and nmust continue to play its role in dissem nating information
and truth."”

He was responding to questions fromreporters on foreign nedia reports
that the editors who resigned, believed to be aligned with him were
i ndeed "fired" and that their renoval could be seen as a direct attack on
hi m



Over the last week, the Berita Harian group editor, Datuk A Nazri
Abdul | ah and the editor-in-chief of Uusan Ml ayu, Datuk Johan Jaaffar,
resigned fromtheir posts.

"(The nedia doing its job) is nore critical than the (specul ations),"” he
sai d yesterday.

He said this at the end of a two-day trip which included several
meetings with officials fromthe International Minetary Fund and the Wrld
Bank.

Anwar was al so asked on the specul ation that there were differences
between himand Dr Mahathir in the handling of the econom c problens.

He said he and the Prine M nister conmpl enented each other in their
roles, and that any differences in the ways enpl oyed to spur economc
recovery were nerely "perceived differences”

He said the differences were perceived as the Prine M nister was
articulating the concerns of the business comunity and the nany
devel opi ng econom es on the effect of liberalisation, and the failure of
the international community to protect poorer countries.

"These are considerations | share. But you nmust be able to differentiate
bet ween the general political concerns and actual policy programmes to be
i mpl ement ed. Because of the different roles (between the two) you will see
percei ved di fferences."

He said the statenments which he nade were usually tied to the genera
policies coordinated by the Treasury, that Ml aysia was expected to
i mpl errent .

For exanple, on the issue of interest rates, Anwar said he shared Dr
Mahathir's viewthat it should be | ow as a neans to stinmulate economc
activities.

Anwar al so deni ed suggestions that he was tailoring his pronouncenents
differently when he was abroad, expousing tough nonetary policies, and yet
speaki ng of the need for | ess stringent neasures at hone.

"Even to the | ocal audience | said the sane thing."
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