02/ 03/ 1998

Press secretary appointed PM s speci al assi stant

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The Prine Mnister's Press secretary Mohd Hashim
Makar uddi n has been appoi nted special assistant to the Prine Mnister
ef fective today.

He repl aces Dat uk Jal al uddi n Bahaudin who retired | ast year.

Hashim 48, had served as the Press secretary to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad since 1991. He was once the Press secretary to the then Finance
M ni st er Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n.

Hashim s position as Press secretary is filled by the forner assistant
Press secretary, Zakaria Abdul Wahab.

Zakaria, 40, was assistant news editor (business and economni c desk) of
Ber nama before he joined the Prine Mnister's office in 1992.

Bot h Hashi m and Zakaria are seconded to the Prine Mnister's Departnent
from Ber nanma.

Zakaria's position as assistant Press secretary has been filled by
fornmer New Straits Tinmes journalist, Sufi Yusoff, 27, who joined the NST
as a cadet reporter in 1991. He had al so served the NST branch in Kual a
Terengganu for three years.

Sufi returned to Kuala Lunmpur in 1997 and was a reporter with the Crine
and Defence Desk and |ater with the General News Desk.
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