03/ 06/ 1998

C wealth Press Union neet tinely: Kadir

ITIS "tinely" that the Comopnweal th Press Union (CPU) biennial conference
shoul d be held in Kual a Lunpur, according to the union's Ml aysi an chapter
chairman, Datuk A. Kadir Jasin, who is New Straits Ti nes Press group
editor.

"The conference is a good opportunity for nmedi a owners and newspaper
editors to discuss the current regional econom ¢ downturn which is having
an i npact on the global scene,” he told a press conference on the CPU in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

Thermed the "Eye of the Tiger", the conference will be held from Cct ober
26-29 at the Mandarin Oriental Hotel. It was |ast held in Cape Town two
years ago

It will be opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad whil e
Comonweal t h Secretary-CGeneral Chief Eneka Anyaoku will give the opening
addr esss.

About 200 del egates and observers wi|l be attending the conference which
will be preceded by the CPU Editors' Forumin Penang.

CPU executive director M Mark Robi nson said, "The openi ng day of the
conference will focus on probl ens and achi evenents in the region.

"The second day is traditionally dedicated to key issues of press
freedom and human rights throughout the Commobnweal th. O her sessions will
include the CPU s future role and the future of the Commobnweal th newspaper
i ndustry."

The conference i s sponsored by maj or conpani es includi ng Mal aysi a
Airlines which is contributing air tickets worth RW1, 000; the Mandarin
Oiental Hotel group and The New Straits Tines group.

The CPU has 750 nenbers who are nedia representatives in Commonweal th
countries. The union also organises training for its menbers.

According to Kadir, newspaper conpanies in Ml aysia that are nenbers of
the CPU include the New Straits Times group, U usan Ml ayu group, The Star
group, Sin Chew Jit Poh, and Nanyang Si ang Pau
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