05 JUL 1998

PRI ME M NI STER LAUNCHES FLORAL PARADE

KUALA LUMPUR, June 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
| aunched the annual Floral Parade '98 at Dataran Merdeka whi ch was packed
wi th about 3,000 spectators including foreign tourists here today.

A total of 10 floats decorated with flowers and 18 bands took part in
t he parade which carries the thene "Ganmes and Pasti nmes”.

The event is a part of the week-long Floral Fest cel ebration begi nning
today. It was started in 1991 to enhance tourismactivities.

Among those taking part in the floats conpetition are several states,
Mal aysia Airlines, Kuala Lunmpur City Hall and the Kuala Lunmpur Tourism
Associ ati on.

Al so present was Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin
Chi k.

Dr Mahathir is expected to present prizes and souvenirs to the various
wi nners of the floats parade.

At stake are the Prem er Trophy, Theme Trophy, Creative Trophy, Parade
Speci al Tropyhy and Jury Special Award.
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