01 MAR 1998
Mahat hir-Le Tour
PRI ME M NI STER CONFI DENT LE TOUR DE LANGKAW W LL | MPROVE

KUALA LUMPUR, March 1 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is confident that the annual cycling race, Le Tour de
Langkawi woul d i nprove and attract nore prom nent world-class riders.

"Yes, | expect nore participants next year and | expect it to be a
bi gger event," he told newsnen after presenting trophies and prizes to
wi nners of the race which ended here today.

He said the decision to end the race in the Federal Capital was a very
good one because the organisers found that a | ot nore people would be
attendi ng and cheering the teans.

"I amquite sure this is very encouraging both for the cyclists and
organi sers and the teans that canme here," he said.

Asked of future plans for the race, Dr Mahathir who was given the title
of "Father of Le Tour de Langkawi " said, "Well when | suggested the race
t hought it was going to be around Langkawi. It was a small race going up
the hill but | never expected it to be a race that goes throughout the
country and beconmes one of the world major events in the cycling race
cal endar for the year."

He said the race had attracted a |lot of interests and those who had
partici pated conmented that it was very well organi sed and they were
satisfied that it was a real endurance for them

Dr Mahathir said he was sure in future there would be nore
participation by other teanms, not so much just to win but exhibiting the
spirit of sportsmanship.

He hoped the organisers would continue to make plans to enhance the
race since it had energed as a world standard event.

"Initially, we planned it as a small race covering only Langkawi but
there are those who feel that we should organise it like The Tour de
France," he said.

He said the response frominternational riders, individually and as a
team this time was very encouraging. "So, | amconfident the event will be
greater in future."

Asked whether the prize-noney would be increased in future, he said for
t hat the organi sers needed nore sponsors.

"The race received wide publicity and seen by nore than 300 mllion TV
viewers all over the world. So did the sponsors' nanme and | ogo and | hoped
nore sponsors would cone forward in future and then we coul d provide nore
lucractive prizes," he said.

VWil e congratul ating the winners, Dr Mahathir hoped that all
partici pants woul d go home with pl easant nenories of what a beautiful and
friendly country Ml aysia is. --BERNAVA
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