17 MAR 1998
Mahat hi r - Awar d
PRI ME M NI STER RECEI VES MASTER BUI LDERS AWARD

KUALA LUMPUR, March 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad was today awarded the International Federation of Asian
and Western Pacific Contractors Association's Atsum Award, one of the nost
prestigi ous awards of builders and contractors.

The award was instituted in 1993 at the | FAWPCA's 26th convention in
Tokyo by the |l ate Takeo Atsum, a world renowned master buil der who had
contributed i mensely towards the gl obal devel opnent of the construction
i ndustry.

Dr Mahathir received the award fromAtsunmi's wife, Itsuko, at a
friendship dinner hosted by the I FAWPCA in conjunction with its 29th
convention here.

The award, which carries a cash price of US3,000, is presented at every
| FAWPCA conventi on.

The | FAWPCA secretariat, based in Mnila, has chosen Dr Mahathir as the
reci pient of the award in recognition of his tremendous contribution
towards the pronotion of growh and devel opnent of the construction
i ndustry in Ml aysia.

The award was specially created by Atsum to accord recognition to any
out st andi ng person or group of persons, for rendering neritorious services
in the pronotion of the construction industry in the host nation of the
| FAWPCA conventi on.

In his speech, Dr Mhathir thanked the association for the award.

"I"ve never been a contractor or a builder...l've only confined to
asking people to build projects.

"All these big projects are not ny own but rather a dreamof this
country to have sonething worthy to share,” he said.

He said the big projects which were sonetinmes defined as nega projects
were actually "small" projects.

Dr Mahathir said that the US$4 billion Kuala Lunpur |nternationa
Airport (KLIA) project, being inplemented on a 10, 000-ha piece of land in
Sepang, was the biggest airport project anywhere but a new airport (outside
Mal aysi a) coul d soon be built at a cost of US$20 billion, and five tines
bi gger than KLI A

In jest, the prine mnister said that Ml aysians were "small peopl e,
trying to do things to cheer thenselves up."

"We are trying to cheer ourselves up at this point of tine when the
construction sector is facing problens...but we were told we shouldn't do
t hi ngs which are bad for us,"” he said.

He however hoped that by postponing sone of the projects, the people
woul d have nore confidence in the country. -- BERNAMVA
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