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Mohamed- Pr ogr ammes
PRI VATE TV STATI ONS MUST USE MORE LOCAL PRODUCTI ONS

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 23 (Bernama) -- The governnent wants private TV
stations to telecast nore | ocal programmes to hel p boost TV progranme
production and filmindustry in Ml aysia.

Informati on M nister Datuk Seri Mhaned Rahmat said today the nove
woul d hel p cut outfl ow of funds because foreign TV programes were traded
in US dollars.

"RTM has started inplenenting it and directive will be issued to other
TV stations soon,"” he told reporters after receiving a courtesy call by
Choi Jin Su, deputy international relations bureau chairman of the North
Korean Wirkers Party at Angkasapuri here.

According to the National Broadcasting Policy, he said 80 per cent of
TV programmes shoul d conprise | ocal programes by the year 2000.

TV stations should help the growmh of the tv programre production
i ndustry by cutting down on their own production and purchasi ng products by
ot her conpani es.

On call by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad that film
conpani es shoul d nerge, Mhaned said RTM woul d gi ve prom nence to a film
consortiumfor the tinme slot.

"The consortium nust anong ot hers have adequate capital, studio
facilities of their own and equipment...and if they neet the condition, we
will give thempriority and nore tinme slot.

"I"'mwilling to accept nore good |ocal TV programes and filnms for RTM
at reasonable price and quality," he said.

He said the market for |ocal programmes was expanding with increase in
t he nunber of TV stations in Ml aysia.

On his neeting with Choi, Mhaned who is al so Bari san Nasi onal (BN
secretary general said it was part of the BN s efforts to pronote cl oser
ties with other ruling parties irrespective of their ideol ogies.

Choi's five-day visit to Ml aysia ends tonorrow. --BERNAVA
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