20/ 06/ 1998
Proceedi ngs seemto indicate unity thene will prevail at neeting

Rashi d Yusof

PERHAPS anti ci pating fireworks, Tan Sri Sul ai man Ni nam Shah, the stoic and
wi tty permanent chai rman of Umo, began proceedi ngs at the general
assenbly yesterday by firing a routine |ight-hearted rem nder to

del egates: "Don't bring in firearms."

Not that anybody had harboured such thoughts, of course.

Wth fireworks in local political terns normally arriving in ripples of
intrigue, observers scranbled yesterday to put together the big picture
gener ated by the proceedi ngs.

Sone spotted an elenent of the traditional Malay martial art of silat
pul ut where exponents gracefully pre-enpt and neutralise noves without
actual ly striking, thus averting confrontation.

Unmi st akably, unity energed as the rallying cry as del egates leapt to
t he def ence of the Governnent and the | eadership

They expressly articulated the priorities - the task nowis to dea
effectively and firmly with the econom c heartache.

Echoi ng this, del egates assail ed the sl ogans of "nepotismand cronyisni
which floated to the fore during the |ast few weeks.

Del egates said if these two words denonstrated the abuse of power, then
it would negate all the good works done by the Government since the
i ntroduction of the New Economi ¢ Policy in 1970.

Said the first speaker, Terengganu's Datuk Abdul Rashid Ngah who is al so
a witer: "Cronyi smwhen translated i nto Bahasa Mel ayu i s konco-konco,
whi ch sounds so awful ."

A few figures like vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak (the son of
former Prime Mnister the late Tun Abdul Razak) and deputy Umo Youth
| eader Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein (the son of another late Prinme M nister
Tun Hussein Onn) were nentioned by a few speakers.

"They are where they are as they are good," said a speaker.

Essentially, the speakers wanted the top two | eaders to stay. "Don't
give up yet (jangan lepas lagi)," said a speaker, referring to party
president, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

Ahrmad Mazl an, representing Johor Umo, said: "W have full confidence in
the | eadership.”

Wth Dr Mahathir and his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimreaffirmng
their support for one another at a Press conference at the end of
yesterday' s proceedi ngs, del egates expect the unity theme to prevai
t hr oughout the assenbly.

There were | oads of evidence of this. Mat |sa Sabu, the Kangar MP, who
is fond of telling his audi ence that he should not be mistaken with his
nanesake i n Pas, posed a series of questions.

One was: "Is it the fault of the Prine Mnister that he has raised the
dignity of the community?"

Referring to all eged differences of the | eadership, one speaker
reasoned: "How could this be true when they spend hours tal king to each
ot her daily?"

Setting the tone yesterday was the nost inportant speaker - Dr Mahathir,
who in all his finesse, could have di sappoi nted t hose watchers hoping to
hear a fiery speech.

"Because, the president kept above the fray, opting to focus instead on
hi s thoughts on the econony, he has further refined his sane arguments in
the past," said a del egate.



"It is such an inportant speech,” said a Mnister, "that it should be
read over and over again."

The first day of the assenbly this time did not spark any runbustious
scenes |ike thunderous appl auses, except perhaps during the potent display
of prose and wit by Isnmail Yaakob from Kedah.

Del egates said this was partly because the speeches were | aced with
subtlety, and at tines, sarcasm

A speaker alluded to those people being quoted by the foreign nedia -
whi ch again cane under fire. "But why do we not accept the | ocal nagazi nes
and newspapers?" asked Rashi d Ngah.

Conspi cuously not maeking comments to the Press yesterday was Umo Youth
| eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di who, many thought, made a "different™
keynote address at the Umo Yout h assenbly on Thursday.

But, he was not negl ected by the speakers.

Said Mat |sa Sabu: "Datuk Seri Najib is the son of a former Prine
M nister. So is Datuk Hi shanmmuddi n, while Datuk Syed Hamid is the son of
fornmer Umo Youth | eader Tan Sri Syed Jaafar Al bar and Dat uk Zahi d Ham di
is the chairman of the BSN ...

"Shoul d we bl ame the | eadership (for practising nepotismand cronyni sm
by appoi nting these peopl e)?"

( END)
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