16 OCT 1998
Taj ol - Forei gn
PRODUCTI VE SECTORS TO BE ALLOWED TO RECRUI T FOREI GN WORKERS

SUNGAI SI PUT, Cct 16 (Bernama) -- Productive sectors facing serious
| abour shortage will be allowed to recruit foreign workers soon, Deputy
Hone M nister Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali said today.

He said the governnent had agreed in principle to allow foreign workers
to work in particular in the plantation, construction, manufacturing and
hot el sectors.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad was expected to approve
the matter at a neeting on the cabinet commttee on foreign workers soon
he told reporters after a briefing session on current issues for Sunga
Si put Umo | eaders at Fel da Lasah, here.

"W have not determ ned the nunber of foreign workers to be recruited
but the figure will be big," he said.

Taj ol Rosli said that between January and Septenber |ast year, the
cabi net committee had approved intake of 100,000 foreign workers, including
those already in the country for the plantation (70,000) and nmanufacturing
(30, 000) sectors.

He said the governnent |ater added another 50,000 workers for both
sectors including in Sabah.

The governnment had no choice but to approve recruitnment of foreign
workers as the locals were not interested in working in the two sectors
whi ch served as the backbone to the nation's econom c growth, he said.

On Harakah, the official newspapers of opposition PAS, Tajol Rosli said
PAS shoul d ensure that the newspapers were distributed anong party nenbers
only.

The governnment m ght be forced to take stern action if PAS continued to
sell the newspapers to the public, he said.
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