21/ 06/ 1998
Proj ect wi nners nanmed to debunk all egations (HL)

Nur ai na Samad
KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Two lists containing privatised projects and the
compani es whi ch won themwere rel eased at the Umo general assenbly today.

The lists al so contai ned nanes of principal sharehol ders of the
conpani es.

Prime M nister and Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad,
confirmng this, said the lists were released in response to allegations
that the Government had practised cronyi smand nepotismin awarding
contracts.

He told a Press conference at the close of the second day of the party's
annual assenbly that the contents of the lists would prove that the
Governnent was transparent and the projects were properly awarded.

"There have been accusations that privatisation has benefited only a few
friends and cronies of the Prime Mnister, nmaybe al so the Deputy Prine
M nister. So, we provide these lists to show who got the privatisation
projects. There are literally hundreds of them" he said when asked what
the party hoped to achieve by releasing the lists.

"There is no way we can be very intimate with themunless, of course,
you defi ne anybody who gets anything fromthe Governnent as a crony which
means the Governnent cannot give anything to anybody."

Dr Mahat hir, who yesterday | aunched a counter-attack agai nst those who
accused himof practising cronyismand nepotism said the lists were
rel eased to Umo divi sional heads.

On who actually released the data, the Prine Mnister said they were
obtai ned by his office fromsuch agencies as the Econonmi ¢ Pl anning Unit
with input fromthe State EPUs, the Finance Mnistry, the Mnistry of
International Trade and I ndustry and the Entrepreneur Devel opnent
M nistry.

"I requested that they conpile the data because we have been accused of
hiding things. W are not hiding anything. It is public information. If
the people are to go through the records of the Registrar of Conpanies,
they' Il find these details. No problem™

Asked whether there was a possibility of sonme nanes bei ng excl uded, the
Prime M nister said he woul d not know that, but the fact remained that he
had asked for everything fromthe rel evant agenci es.

"They include ny son's nane ... if you |ike to know how many hundreds of
ti mes he had been given (projects).”

To anot her question, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent was not guilty of
cronyi smor nepotism"although this does not mean that we have to
di scrim nate agai nst anyone who i s connected to the | eaders”.

He said if such a person had the capability, he had as nuch right as
anybody el se to vie for governnent contracts.

Dr Mahathir also said the nanes in the lists included those connected to
seni or Umo | eaders.

"They are |ike anybody else. If they do business, they are entitled. But
it's not given by Umo | eaders. Qur practice is if any of our relatives
are involved, we are not allowed to participate in the decision-nmaking."

The first list entitled Maklumat Asas Proj ek Penswast aan (Basic Data of
Privatised Projects) contains 171 projects invol ving some 350 conpani es
and nore than 400 princi pal sharehol ders.

The second list entitled Makl umat Asas Proj ek Penswastaan - Kel ul usan
Prinsip (Basic Data of Privatised Projects - Approval in Principle)



contains 114 proposal s i nvol ving 200 conpani es and 300 pri nci pal
shar ehol ders.

Asked if he thinks the del egates woul d be satisfied that the lists had
been rel eased, he said he would not know.

"W have been accused of giving everything to our famlies and friends,"
said the Prine Mnister, adding that the public would now know who
benefited fromgovernnent policies.

They coul d, he said, nmake their own judgnment whether these projects were
awarded only to cronies, sons and daughters of governnent | eaders.

He said the lists were needed because sone Umo nenbers did not bot her
to investigate if the accusations of cronyi smand nepoti smwere true
bef ore maki ng up their m nds.

"We are giving themthe opportunity to find out."

Dr Mahat hir sai d when the Governnent successfully carried out
privatisation programes, accusations of cronyi smand nepoti smwere nade
by foreign nedia and these were repeated by the Cpposition parties.

And now, said the Prime Mnister, Umo nenbers were repeating them

Al so present at the Press conference were Deputy Umo president Datuk
Seri Anwar | brahi mand party secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k

( END)
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