28/ 08/ 1998

"Projects not for showing off but for the people'

KUCHI NG Thurs. - The Government has no intention of inplenenting projects
just to show off or to incur wastage, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He sai d whatever projects, no matter how big, were for the benefit of
the people and the country.

"Ml aysi ans are not people who |ike wastage. If we want to be wasteful,
we mght as well build statues of our |leaders... the thing we do not do in
this country," he said when | aunching the Sarawak Ri ver Regul ati on Schene
i n Pendi ng near here.

Dr Mahathir said while it was true that the Governnent had built
beautiful projects, they were all neant to benefit the people and the
country.

"Not only do we get satisfaction out of these beautiful projects, but
are also able to attract nore people to our country," he added.

He said certain parties had expressed doubts as to whether "Ml aysi a
could be saved" in view of the econom c problens, but the |aunching of the
proj ect today and Perodua Kenbara on Monday were testinony of Malaysia's
capability in nmanaging its econony.

He said Mal aysia had a "big anbition", that is to becone a devel oped
country by the year 2020, and would work relentlessly towards it.

"By right, there should not have been obstacles (to our Vision 2020
obj ectives), but yet there are attenpts to obstruct our Wawasan (Vi sion)
by attacking our currency and share nmarket."

The Prime M nister said with strong support of the people, the
Governnent was confident it would overcone the problens and revive the
econony.

He said the people nust always be grateful to the gifts of God,
including rivers and the environnent, by co-operating with the authorities
concerned to safeguard their cleanliness and not polluting them

"W will be very ungrateful if we do not value these gifts," he said,
adding the habit of turning rivers into dunping sites should stop.

Dr Mahathir al so spoke of allegations that Ml aysia was felling trees
fromthe forests indiscrimnately.

Sayi ng that such all egations were m sl eading, he said unlike sone
Western countries, Ml aysia ensured that the felling of trees was done
systematical ly, taking animal sanctuaries and other aspects into
consi derati on.

"“I'n one country | visited, fromthe helicopter | saw black bears running
inall directions because they had no place for shelter as the jungle
areas had been cl eared," he said.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mbhanmed Ali, Chief Mnister
Tan Sri Abdul Tai b Mahrmud, Agriculture M nister Datuk Dr Sul ai man Daud and
Ener gy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Mbggi e.
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