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Prom se of nore investment in MSC (HL)

Rashi d Yusof; Marina Tan; Azrani Rustam

CYBERJAYA, Fri. - Pledging support for the Miultinmedi a Super Corridor, top
| T conpani es said today they would i nvest nore and provide scientists to
the Mul ti media University.

They al so proposed the use of volunteer engineers to help connect al
Mal aysi an schools to the Internet, as was done in the US.

These were anong specific matters raised at the second neeting of the
MSC I nternational Advisory Panel which ended today. The advisers held
separate discussions with Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
and several Cabinet Mnisters.

Si erens N xdorf Information Systens vice-president Axel Hass said the
conpany whi ch had already invested RM2.5 billion in Ml aysia in such areas
as | T and conmmuni cations, would invest a further RML billion in the next
three years, including in the NMSC

"W conveyed this to the Prine Mnister," said Hass who mai ntai ned t hat
its investnents outside MSC were al so pertinent, because while the MsCis
a test-bed for nultinedia, "real life" happened outside the 750 sq km
ar ea.

Internati onal Trade and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz said
the I T experts saw MSC as an opportunity for new investnents in
manuf act uri ng, systens devel opnent and software designing for | ocal and
i nternational markets.

Tel ecommuni cati ons conpany Lucent Technol ogi es Inc, anbng the 110
conpani es accorded MSC status, said apart fromnaking the MSCits regiona
headquarters, it would al so assign scientists fromits Bell Labs in the US
to teach at the MMJ and Universiti Tel ekom Mal aysi a.

"I told the Prime Mnister we are anxi ous to get going," Lucent
Technol ogi es executive vice-president Ben J.M Verwayeen said after
meeting Dr Mahat hir.

Havi ng seen the facilities and listened to the Mal aysi an | eaders, the
conmpani es said they were nore keen to help nmake MSC a reality.

Education M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, Energy,

Tel ecomuni cati ons and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Mbggi e and Heal th M ni ster
Dat uk Chua Jui Meng al so attended the di scussi ons.

Najib said a few I T conpani es proposed the wiring up of schools to the
Internet, and that he had asked for a package suitable for Ml aysi a.

Dr John Gage, chief scientist of Sun Mcrosystens Inc, one of those who
spoke to Najib, said its International NetDay director, Alissa
Chi aravanond, would visit Ml aysia next nonth to see if volunteers could
be used, as in the US, for the project.

"What we did was to ask every engineer in California and then in the
whol e of the United States to go out to his or her children's school, take
a | adder and sone “category 5 cables and wire up the schools.

"On one Saturday in California, 100,000 volunteers wired up 4,000
school s," he said.

Raf i dah said Acer Group's chairnman, CEO and co-founder Dr Stan Shih told
her of his plans to provide venture capital for |IT business.

Today, Dr Mahathir also |led the advisers to plant eugenea ol eanda trees
at the |l awn of the Cybervi ew Lodge, naming it the | AP Avenue.

Dr Mahathir then joined the Mnisters and advi sers for a networking
sessi on before cl osing the neeting.
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