23/ 01/ 1998
Pronot i ng Mal aysi an products in Arab worl d

Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - The Mal aysi a- Arab Foundati on plans to enbark on a
Buy Mal aysi an Products canpaign in 21 countries of the Arab world, Iran
and Turkey to pronote Ml aysi an- made goods.

Foundati on president Abdu F. Bushara said the "private sector-to-private
sector" canpai gn invol ved trade exhibitions, nedia exposure, information
directories and exchange visits.

He said: "People in Arab countries have very linmted know edge of
Mal aysia. Qur first step is to nmake the country well-known to Arabs and to
attract themto buy Ml aysian products."

"The canpaign will be an opportunity for Arabs to showtheir
appreciation to Malaysia and its | eaders who have spoken on our behalf in
the i nternational arena."

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s keynote address
I slam - The M sunderstood Religion delivered at the University of Oxford
on April 16, 1996 had been published in Arabic and was highly acclained in
the Arab worl d.

The Ml aysi a- Arab Foundation is a non-profit organisation that produces
publications on Mal aysia targeted at the Arab world, Iran and Turkey.

Speaking at a Press conference in Balai Berita, Bushara, who has lived
in Mal aysia for five years, said after hearing Dr Mahathir's call to
Mal aysi ans to buy | ocal goods, he was inspired to carry the nessage to
people in the Arab world, Iran and Turkey.

He sai d Mal aysi an goods such as cars, foodstuff, garments and textiles
were of high quality while the ringgit made | ocal products conpetitively
pri ced.

The canpaign to pronote | ocal goods woul d be brought to all the
countries over a three-year period, beginning with Saudi Arabia, the
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oran and Qatar, Bushara said.

A "Buy Mal aysi an Products” exhibition will be held in Oman on May 5 to
11 whil e other pronotional canpaigns will involve the Arab el ectronic and
print media and the Internet.

Long-term projects include the setting up of Ml aysi an-Arab Trade
Centres in Bahrain (Saudi Arabia), Cairo (Egypt) and Amman (Jordan) to
di spl ay Mal aysi an products.
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