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Foo Eu Jin
THE Mal aysi a- Arab Foundati on (MAF) seeks to pronote better business and
i nvestnent relationship between Ml aysi an and Arabi an organi sati ons.

MAF' s executive director Abdu Bushara said the foundation's main
objective is to provide Arab countries with nore information about
Mal aysia and to encourage themto buy Ml aysi an products.

He told reporters that MAF's plan to pronote Ml aysi an products in West
Asia came fromPrime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s who cal |l ed
on all Mlaysians to buy | ocal products.

Abdu sees the lower ringgit and the high quality of |ocal goods nake
Mal aysi an goods nore conpetitive in the international narket.

He estimates that MAF's plan to pronbote Malaysia in all Arab countries
will take between two and three years, adding that the foundation takes a
long-termrather than a short-termview.

MAF will organise its first exhibition with the "Buy Ml aysi an Products"
thene in Oran between May 5 and May 11 while other exhibitions will be
held in Egypt and in Jordan, said Abdu.

To better dissem nate Ml aysian news to West Asia, Abdu said there are
plans to set up a news agency in Kuala Lunpur

MAF has placed the 21 Arab countries into four categories. Each category
wi Il have a permanent Mal aysi a-Arab trade centre to exhi bit Ml aysi an- made
product s.

The foundati on has al so signed an agreenent with Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Bhd
- the organi ser of the 1998 Commonweal th Games - to publish "Mjal ah
Mal aysi a" in Arabic, Bahasa Ml aysia, English and Persian for distribution
in Mal aysia and West Asi a.

In addition to pronoting Ml aysi an products, MAF will also pronpote
tourism food and Islamic "fashionable" clothings, anong other things.

MAF' s objective is to pronote better understandi ng between the peopl es
of Malaysia and the Arab world in history, culture, education, business,
econony and reli gion.

The foundation also ains to work with business and prof essi ona
organi sati ons, community groups, nedia associations and youth bodi es from
bot h Mal aysi a and the Arab nati ons.
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