23/ 01/ 1998

Pronpot i ng savi ngs habit anbng wonen

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad wil |
| aunch a canpai gn on Feb 8 cal |l ed Pel aburan Ehsan Wanita, to encourage
women to save and invest.

The canpai gn, organi sed by Wanita Bari san Nasi onal, Metrowangsa Asset
Managenent Sdn Bhd and Hijrah Asset Managers Bhd, will pronote the idea of
channelling their savings into a wonen's trust fund.

Announci ng this today, Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man
said the canpaign would initially target Wanita BN | eaders and
subsequently the grass roots.

"Wt are confident this canpaign will succeed. Wanita BN has an overal
nmenbership of three million wonen. Besides, non-governnental organisations
are al so hel pi ng us spread the nessage.

“I'n light of the current econom c problenms, we nust show that wonen are
able to nobilise their resources. W nust al so denonstrate our power to
save," Siti Zaharah said at a Press conference at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

Al so present were Wanita MCA chi ef Datuk Teng Gai k Kwan, and Wanita M C
head Puan Sri Sarasa Pasamani ckam

Siti Zaharah said the wonmen's trust fund, of which approval fromthe
Securities Conmm ssion was still pending, would give wonen "specific |ong-
termbenefits".

"Those who put their noney in the fund will not be getting interest,
however. The benefits are long-term... we are tal ki ng about havi ng an
nest egg for the children's education, and busi ness ventures."

Siti Zaharah said nmen could also contribute to the fund "but the
benefits are specifically tailored to suit the needs of wonen".

The whol e spectrumof the fund is for wonen and it would be used to
i nvest in anong others, the stock market and properties, she said.

"We nust coll ect whatever resources are avail able and buy assets that
have been lowered in value as a result of the econonic problem otherw se
foreigners will cone in and buy themup."

Siti Zaharah said wormen could contribute a m ni mumof RMLOO to the fund.

"Booths will be set up nationwi de to collect the noney and receive
pl edges. Those who have contributed will be issued a receipt.”

Those with enquiries on the canpaign can call 03-4702901.
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