25/ 02/ 1998

Proposal for opening of the Bukit Jalil conpl ex

SPORTS M ni ster Tan Sri Miuhyi ddin Yassin will propose to the Cabi net that
t he openi ng cerenony for the National Sports Conplex in Bukit Jalil
coi ncides with the Pre-Conmmonweal th Games events on July 11-19.

At hl eti cs, squash and possi bly hockey will feature an i nternati onal cast
whi | e aquatics and gymmastics will be national events.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Moharmad i s expected to open the
conpl ex whi ch houses the main stadi um hockey stadi um indoor stadium
swi nm ng conpl ex and national squash courts.

The openi ng and cl osi ng cerenoni es of the Ganes proper will al so be held
in the main stadi umand an openi ng cerenmony for the pre-Ganes will also be
on the agenda.

The opening ceremony will be jointly organised by the Mnistry and
Sukom

Meanwhi | e, Sukomexecutive chairman Jen (Rtd) Tan Sri HashimAli said
t hey woul d nobi | i se their resources includi ng vol unteers, transportation,
equi prent, techonol ogy and ticketing systemwhile a certain nunber of
foreign technical officials would al so be invited.

"W will put the whole systemto the test during the pre-Gnes events. |
want to see high |l evels of stress so we can determ ne our strength and
short comnmi ngs before the Ganes proper," he said.

Hashi msai d every aspect of the Ganes whi ch came under Sukom s
responsi bility woul d be put to the test including dope screening,
security, host broadcasting and i f possible, the Ganes Vill age.

Sukom and the five sports bodi es had agreed to the new date after taking
i nto consideration the Wrld Cup soccer final on July 12, the Asian Track
and Field (ATF) chanpi onshi ps in Fukuoka on July 19-22 and the Athletics
Grand Prix in Europe.

The Asi an Squash Chanpi onship would be held as part of the pre-Ganes
whil e the Mal aysi a AAU woul d 1 ook into the possibility of shiftingtheir
Mal aysi an Open Chanpi onshi ps schedul ed earlier in May to July.

He sai d athl etics needed t hree days, squash ei ght, aquatics six, hockey
four and gymastics six days.

"The main stadi ummay be ready in May but the whol e area surrounding it

will still beinamess. The athletics neet will be noved to July subject
to the approval of the MAAU president,” he said.
The LRT connection to Bukit Jalil woul d be operational during that

peri od whil e Sukomwoul d ask the Road Transport Departnment (RTD) to all ow
certain bus conmpanies to run buses for the pre-ganmes to see the
ef fectiveness of public transportationto the sports conpl ex.
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