12/ 06/ 1998

Proposal s by NUPWfor new pact under way

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Work on a new col |l ective agreenent between estate
wor kers and t he Mal aysi an Agricul ture Producers Associ ati on has begun
after the old one expired | ast nonth, National Union of Plantation Wrkers
executive secretary A Navamukundan sai d t oday.

Navanmukundan was respondi ng to a query about the status of a group of
pl ant ati on wor kers who staged a peaceful gathering outside the gates of
the Prime Mnister's Departnent requesting a neeting with Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t o di scuss nonthly wages in place of their current daily
wages.

Aletter was handed to an officer fromthe Prine Mnister's office at
t he gates.

The group - the Mal aysi an Support Committee for the Plantation Conmunity
- clained the workers were being victimnsed through a | ow dai |l y-wage
structure and no annual increnent or bonus.
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