27/ 10/ 1998
Protesters out to create fal se i npressi on of popul ar uprising

Hi sham Abdul | ah

ALTHOUGH | do not deny that there are many Ml aysi ans who truly synpathi se
with Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimin his present predicanent, | do not believe
that many are supportive of the illegal denonstrations in Kuala Lunpur,
nmore so when children are used as human shields in such denonstrati ons.

Now t hat Anwar has been rel eased fromdetention under the Interna
Security Act and an early date has been fixed for his trial, in which he
will be given every opportunity to defend hinself agai nst the charges,
do not think it is right for anyone, no matter what reservations they may
have about the issue, to take to the streets and politicise the issue wth
so-cal led reformasi (reformation) slogans, which is really nothing to
shout about as far as this country is concerned.

| amalso inclined to believe that these denonstrati ons are staged nore
for the benefit of the foreign journalists, to create a false inpression
that it is a popular uprising, |like what happened in Indonesia recently
where President Suharto was forced to step down.

Apparently, the denobnstrators are trying to do the sane here, as
according to a recent news report, one of the denonstrators told reporters
that they wanted the King to dissolve Parlianent and call for fresh
el ections, and also wanted Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
to resign and for Anwar to be reinstated to his fornmer posts.

Maybe the denponstrators have to be reninded that theirs is not a popul ar
uprising by any neans and they are in no position to make such demands.

In any case, our Prime Mnister still enjoys a | ot of support and
respect froma vast ngjority of Ml aysians and the denonstrators are only
wasting their time by calling for his resignation

And as for the call that Anwar should be reinstated, | suggest that the
i ssue be brought up again after the conclusion of his court case.
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