22/ 10/ 1998
Protect Malaysia's inmage, urges Dr M

Ashraf Abdul I ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Prine Mnister said today Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi m s supporters should not take to the streets and denonstrate

agai nst the Government during next nonth's Asia-Pacific Econoni c Co-
operation Summt.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d they shoul d be responsi bl e enough to
protect Malaysia's inage as a peace-loving nation.

"I amquite sure that they will cone out with wonen and children (to
denonstrate). This is what Anwar wants,"” he told a Press conference at the
Prime Mnister's Departnent after his five-day working visit to Japan.

Dr Mahat hir expressed di sappoi nt nent because the very people who were
now denonstrating on the streets with anti-Governnent sl ogans were those
who benefited from Governnent policies.

The Apec Summit will be held between Nov 14 and 18.

It will be attended by | eaders of 21 menber econonies including United
States President Bill Cinton.

Dr Mahathir al so said he would not be pressured by Anwar's supporters
intocalling for an early el ection.

"I do not see why | should be pushed into an earlier election because
that will have the effect of underm ning our econom ¢ programes," he
sai d.

He was asked if he would call for an election to settle all issues "once
and for all" as Anwar's supporters had been hol di ng street denpnstrations
and had even urged the Yang di-Pertuan Agong to di ssolve Parliament to
allow for an election to be held.

Dr Mahathir said it would seemthat the attenpt to bring down the
Gover nnent through conti nuous denopnstrati ons was goi ng on and woul d go on.

"We are quite prepared for that and when the tine cones for the
el ection, anybody can contest,"” he said.

Asked about the show of support for him (Dr Mahathir) by about 200
peopl e outside the Philippines Enbassy yesterday, Dr Mahathir said as nuch
as others could express their views, those people could al so do so.

"My worry is that if we nake it a habit of taking to the streets, then
of course this country will not be able to grow ... this country has
devel oped because of political stability.

"What will happen, for exanple, if both sides take to the streets and
they clash, then there will be fighting,"” he said.

The protesters had expressed di sappoi nt ment over recent remarks by
Phi | i ppi nes President Joseph Estrada on Anwar's arrest which was seen as
interfering in the country's internal affairs.
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