13/11/ 1998
Proton car sales shift into high gear in Cct

Kamar ul Yunus

SALES of Proton cars have increased significantly, with 9,000 units sold

| ast nont h agai nst an average of 5,000 units per nmonth since early this
year, Perusahaan O onobil Nasional Bhd (Proton) executive chairman Tan Sri
Mohd Sal eh Sul ong sai d.

He said this was due to the easing in loan facility, aggressive
mar keting by di stributors and i nprovenent in product quality.

Speaki ng at the launch of Proton Perdana V6 2.0 and Satria GIi 1.8
nodel s by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad i n Kual a Lunpur
yest erday, Mohd Sal eh sai d the Governnment's noves to ease loan facility
and capital nmarket were regarded as i ncentives to provide nore credit
facility to potential buyers.

"The sales figure is usually considered as the baroneter of the
country's econony and the increase in sales reflects that the econony is
recovering," he said.

On aggressive marketing, Mohd Sal eh sai d Edaran O onobi | Nasi onal Sdn
Bhd (EON) and Usahasanmm Proton-DRB (USPD) as wel|l as EON Motoria have
conducted various car fairs in several cities.

"These fairs have been recei ving encouragi ng response fromthe public,"”
he said.

Mohd Sal eh said Proton will continue to offer high-quality cars and
i ntroduce newvariants and nodel s t hrough col | aborati on with Lotus Group
I nternational Ltd

"W have been sendi ng our engi neers and desi gners to undergo training at
Lot us and one of the results was the introduction of the two new nodel s
| aunched today," he said.

He said the two new nodels, with i nput fromLotus Engineering, will help
boost sal es of Proton cars donestically and abroad.

"We will be introducing nore variants and nodel s as we nove into the
next mllenniumand be able to conpete in the | ocal and internationa
mar ket .

"I'f we manage to increase our sales, we would al so be able to increase
our capability in research and devel opnent activities," he said.

Proton Perdana V6 and Satria Gi were results of the collaborationin
research study between Proton Bhd and Lot us Engi neeri ng of Norw ch,

Engl and.

Bot h cars have under gone an engi ne upgrade wi th the Perdana endowed with
a new 2-litre V6 powerpl ant, chosen not only because the engi ne runs
snmoot her but al so because it gives nmore power and torque

The Satria GTi's key features include a powerful 1.8 litre engine, a
preci sel y-tuned suspensi on systemand a well-calibrated gearing system

The car benefits frominspired styling with exciting yet tastefu
exterior and interior changes to the base nodel Satria.

EON wi || distribute and rmarket the Perdana V6, while USPD wi || market
the Satria GIi.
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