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PM | amproud of people's resilience

Rashi d Yusof; Al ex Choong; Cheah Chor Sooi

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
whi | e he was saddened by the 50 per cent depreciation in the value of the
ringgit, he was proud of the people's resilience and unstinting support in
tackl i ng the econom c probl ens.

Dr Mahathir said the probl ens had boosted everybody's sel f-confidence
courage, dedication and the will to confront head-on econom c probl ens
whi ch he described as the "eneny"

"It is pointless to grunble wi thout doing anything which could help
onesel f and the country in facing the problens," the Prine Mnister and
Bari san Nasi onal chairman sai d when addressi ng the 45th annual MCA genera
assenbl y here today.

There was a strong turnout of fornmer MCA stalwarts at the AGM They
included life president Tan Sri Lee San Choon, Tun QOrar Ong Yoke Lin, Tan
Koon Swan, Datuk Dr Neo Yee Pan, Datuk Lee Kim Sai, and Tan Sri Chong Hon
Nyan. This was commrended by Dr Mahathir who saw this as evi dence of
solidarity in MCA. He said it was unfortunate that sonetines when
politicians no | onger held a post, they stayed away fromparty activities.
"This happens to all parties, not excluding Umo. | am happy to see the
i nterest taken by forner MCA | eaders.”

Among t he Barisan Nasional party | eaders present were M C president
Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik,
Parti Pesaka Bumi putera Bersatu vice-president Datuk Amar Dr Sul ai nan
Daud, Liberal Denocratic Party president Datuk Chong Kah Kiat and PPP
presi dent Datuk M Kayveas.

Later, speaking to reporters, Dr Mahat hir wel coned the proposal by
former Umo deputy president Tun Ghafar Baba that the party allowthe
setting up of an Umo Veterans' Cub to enable party veterans to
contribute to national devel opnent.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir received a standi ng ovati on when MCA presi dent
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik pledged the party's support for himto remain
as Prinme Mnister for "many, nmany nore years to come"

Dr Mahathir said he took the support as one for the country and the
peopl e.

On the econom c problens, Dr Mahathir said this was the tinme to show the
capability of Ml aysians to face the problemin a rational, systematic and
practi cal manner.

"First and forenpst, we strengthen our unity, then boost our
productivity, increase savings and also the nation's conpetitiveness."

In this context, he was happy that the MCA had undertaken several
programmes to ease the economic pressure, especially its efforts to raise
nmoney for various funds.

"Actually we have the wealth, but it is not used as the need does not
arise. By this | mean savings and assets, especially jewelleries, which do
not give us returns."

He said this wealth should be nobilised as capital for the country, and
utilised by busi nessnen which could hel p revive econonic activities.

Dr Mahathir congratul ated the MCA for its canpaign to buy |oca
products. "W supply the world with quality goods. Now we shoul d buy our
own quality goods to hel p our businesses to recover."

( END)



	PM: I am proud of people's resilience (NST 31/05/1998)

