18 SEP 1998
Ganes- Mahat hir (Hol i day)
PUBLI C HOLI DAY | F MALAYSI A GETS EXCELLENT RESULTS AT GAMES

LANGKAW , Sept 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today that a national public holiday nmay be declared if Ml aysia achi eves
out st andi ng success at the ongoi ng 16th Commonnweal t h Ganes.

The Prime Mnister said this could becone a reality if everyone
concerned worked very hard and di spl ayed high spirits.

"I may consider (declaring a holiday) if we do very, very well," he
told a press conference after visiting the Langkawi |nternational Shooting
Range Mal aysia (LI SRAM, where the Games' shooting events are being hel d.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia could achieve excellent results if the
athl etes displayed a high | evel of discipline.

"Mal aysia will not taste success if we allow ourselves to be influenced
by feelings of anger, jealousy and frustration," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there were still Ml aysian athletes who |iked to sul k
or inpose conditions on others.

"In this field, there is no roomfor personal feelings and we should
t hi nk of ourselves as Ml aysi ans and be ready to serve the country w t hout
i nposing all sorts of conditions,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said he was inpressed with the achi evenrent of nationa
shoot er Nuru Huda Baharin who today won the wonen's individual air rifle in
a Conmonweal th Ganes record al though she was still recovering froma broken
arm

"This is the kind of spirit we want to see anong our athletes and ot her
Mal aysi ans, the willingness to overconme big challenges in order to achieve
success, " he said.

He al so congratul ated anot her national shooter, Zainal Abidin Ml Zain
who won the silver in fullbore rifle.

The Prime Mnister was gl ad that the Ganmes had been goi ng on wel |
al though it was expected to run into problens. The Ganes opened on Sept 11
and will end on Sept 21.

"Al hanmdulillah, up to today there have been no major problens affecting
the running of the Ganes,"” he said.
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