29/ 08/ 1998

Public barred from openi ng cerenony rehearsal

THE ful |l -dress rehearsal for the opening cerenony of the Comobnweal t h
Ganes on Sept 9 at the National Stadiumin Bukit Jalil will not be open to
the public, Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyi ddi n Yassin said yesterday.

Only sel ected groups, including people who are directly involved in the
Ganes, woul d be allowed a preview of the dress rehearsal, which will also
be witnessed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Only fam |y nenbers of the Ganes' volunteers, people involved in the
shows and ot her dedi cated groups woul d be given a pass each to watch the
rehear sal

"The nmedia will also be allowed to watch the proceedi ngs but are
prohi bited fromtaking photographs or recording the event on video,"

Muhyi ddin told reporters after opening the Ganmes Village at Bukit Jalil

He sai d about 90,000 passes woul d be issued for the rehearsal.

"W cannot open the rehearsal to the public because the demand woul d be
too great," he said.

Muhyi ddi n said the openi ng cerenony on Sept 11 woul d have severa
surprises and urged the public should not niss this "once in alifetine
event at their doorstep."

Ti ckets for the opening cerenony are priced between RM30 and RVA50.
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