08 JUL 1998
SEE WAH- FUND/ BM
PUBLI C CAN STILL CONTI NUE TO CONTRI BUTE TO NATI ONAL SPECI AL FUND

KUALA LUMPUR, July 8 (Bernama) -- Individuals or organisations could
still contribute to the national special fund although the canpaign to
encourage the public to contribute to the fund would be stopped, deputy
finance mni ster Datuk Wng See Wah sai d here today.

"The canpai gn woul d not be continued but the public could still nake
their contributions," he added.

This was because it would take sone tinme for the various bodies to
settle their activities pertaining to the contributions before channelling
it to the fund, Wng rold reporters after receiving nore than RM6.1 mllion
in property and cash from conpani es and organi sati ons here.

He said the deadline not to accept any nore contributions has not been
det er m ned.

Wbng said fromMarch 6 to today, total contributions and pl edges
recei ved stood at RM30 million, including the anount collected today.

He said initially, the canpaign was scheduled for only a nonth from
March 6 but it was extended to July 6 due to encouragi ng response.

The | argest contribution today came from Country Hei ghts Bhd, anounting
to RVb, 003,564 in the formof property while its workers contri buted
RVRO, 000 in cash. The contributions were handed over by the conpany's
mar keting director Ong Chong Sek.

The Sine Darby group and Mal ayan Banki ng Bhd contri buted RVB00, 000
each, while Wanita UWMNO contri buted RvVB2, 500, Konsortium Pengil ang Perabot
Logam Sdn Bhd RM20, 000 and Federation of Textiles General Goods & Garnents
Mer chants Associ ati on Mal aysia, RMLO, 000.

As for contributions in the formof goods |like jewellery, Wng said
there woul d be a special cerenony to auction these goods, including that
contributed by prime mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and his wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali.

Whng said the contributions would be deposited in the consolidated
account and could only be utilised through a suppl enentary budget tabled in
Par | i ament .
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