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Koh- Wat er
PULAU Pl NANG MAY SOURCE WATER FROM MUDA DAM

PULAU PI NANG, March 5 (Bernama) -- The Pul au Pi nang government is
working closely with the federal and Kedah governnents to inpl enent
concrete neasures to overcone the tight water supply situation caused by
the present dry spell

Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon said besi des coordinating
efforts for direct punping of water fromlower Sungai Mida at the Pul au
Pi nang- Kedah border, the state was discussing the possibility of sourcing
water fromthe Muda Dam

"In the past three days, | have discussed these proposals directly with
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, his deputy Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Sul ai man Daud, Kedah Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Sanusi Junid and Drai nage and Irrigati on Depart nment
director-general Keizrul Abdullah,” he said.

Al of them have agreed to assist Pulau Pinang and have directed senior
officers to work out the technical details and arrangenents, he told a news
conf erence.

Koh said Sungai Muda supplied al nost 80 per cent of water used for
donmestic, trade and industrial purposes in Pulau Pinang, and 100 per cent
i n Sungai Petani and nei ghbouring districts in Kedah

He said in the last two nonths, because of the dry spell, Sungai Mida's
water flow had at times reached critically |ow |l evels, posing problens in
punping for both irrigation and water consunption

"From a normal neasured flow vol une of around 100 cubic netres per
second (cns) at this time of the year and over 300 cns during the rainy
season, it has on occasi ons gone bel ow 20 cns,"” he said.

Koh hoped that the concrete neasures would be inplenented within the
next 10 days to reduce possible disruption of water supply for donestic,
trade and industrial use and for irrigation of padi fields in Pulau Pinang
and Sungai Pet ani

Total water consunption in Pulau Pinang was about 155 million gallon
per day with Sungai Mida contributing 100 mllion gallons, Sungai Kulim 25
mllion gallons and other catchnent areas 30 mllion gallons.

Koh said the Penang Water Authority had in the past few days already
been rel easing about 60 million gallons of water a day from Mengkuang Dam
Reserve.

The dam now has only 4,700 million gallons of water conmpared to 5, 200
mllion before the dry spell

The state governnent had since four weeks ago initiated a water
conservation canpaign for all sectors to reduce waste and unnecessary
consunption of water so as to avoid a water crisis or rationing.

To a question on whether Pulau Pinang woul d source water supply from
northern Perak, he said the state government was working with the Perak
government, the Prime Mnister's Departnment and the Kedah governnent to
di scuss a proposal on inter-state water transfer

He said the proposal which nmade by a private sector to the three states
i s now being studi ed by Econom c Planning Unit. -- BERNAMVA

SA sk



	PULAU PINANG MAY SOURCE WATER FROM MUDA DAM (Bernama 05/03/1998)

