13 SEP 1998
BN- Support
PULAU PI NANG BN FULLY SUPPCRTS PRI ME M NI STER

PULAU PI NANG, Sept 13 (Bernanmm) -- Pul au Pinang Barisan Nasional (BN
today declared full support and confidence in the | eadership of Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in his efforts to overcone the
econom ¢ and political challenges facing the country.

"Dr Mahathir has proven to be a |l eader with foresight, commtnent and
dedi cation, qualities which have nade Ml aysi ans confident in his
| eadership that the country will not only head towards econonic recovery
but al so achieve its vision,”™ Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon told
reporters after chairing neeting of the Pulau Pinang BN, here.

He said state BN conmponent parties should be united in their stand and
supported fully the national |eadership in tackling the econonm c probl em

In this respect, they should set aside their differences and not to be
i nfl uenced by any quarters attenpting to create disunity anong the peopl e,
he said.

On the dismssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe government, Koh
said the state BN supported Dr Mahathir's deci sion.

"We believe that the Prime Mnister has strong reasons in doing so
after giving due consideration and conducting investigation. The country's
econom ¢ recovery, national unity and people's well-being are issues of
ut nost i nmportance now, " he said.

On the presence of a nmenber of the State Executive Council at Anwar's
gat hering at Cherok To' Kun yesterday, Koh said the Exco nenber told himhe
was there only for a short while to greet Anwar as a friend.

He said the Exco nmenber was on his way to neet local |leaders in a
nearby area and decided to stop over to see Anwar.

It had nothing to do with politics or the state governnent, he said.

"If I were to neet Anwar at the airport, | would have done the sanme
thing," he said.
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