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Qualities Dr Mwill be | ooking for

A. Kadir Jasin

AS Umo | eaders and nenbers sit in conference at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre in Kual a Lunpur today to anend the party constitution, their
concerns will alnost certainly not belinmted to the agenda for the
neeti ng.

This is not to say that amending the party's constitutionis
uni mportant. It isinportant. Thisis particularly so because the proposed
changes i nvol ve t he mechani cs for choosing party | eaders.

Their interest and concerns will also be focused on the appoi ntnment of a
new Deputy Prinme Mnister.

Al t hough this is not on the agenda, the one-day extraordinary general
neeting of fers t he del egates, observers and ordi nary party nmenbers an
opportunity to risik-risik (inquire) and bisik-bisik (whisper) as to who
is nost likely to be appointed to the post and when.

They wi |l be | ooking for further hints fromparty president and Prinme
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

The Prime M nister has not spoken very nuch on the matter, except for a
brief statenent on Sept 22 when he said "l nust have a man who i s capabl e
of carrying on, a man who i s trustworthy and honourabl e".

That statenent set off the hunt for the nost |ikely candidate who is
consi dered capabl e of carrying on, trustworthy and honourabl e.

Granted that the appointnent of a Deputy Prine Mnister is the
prerogative of the Prime Mnister, therewll still be no shortage of
menbers who woul d |i ke their views and opi nions to be consi dered by Dr
Mahat hi r when he makes hi s deci sion.

To begin with, an i ncreasi ng nunber of senior party | eaders, including
those i n the suprene council, are saying quite openly that the appoi nt ment
shoul d not be hel d back any | onger.

They are al so saying that the search for a suitabl e candi date shoul d be
confined to the existing holders of the party's top posts since a nunber
of positions have fallen vacant.

The party is without a deputy president and one of the three el ected
posts of vice-president is vacant. The youth wing is also without a
| eader.

So, al ongside vice-presidents Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and Dat uk Seri
Abdul I ah Ahmad Badawi , the nanes of Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n and Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah are al so nentioned as possi bl e candi dat es.

But for the Prime Mnister, it is not only about choosing a deputy. He
has to choose a deputy whomhe can work with, who is acceptable to the
maj ority of Umo nenbers and respected by the majority of the people.

The person nmust not only be able to assist the Prime Mnister in
strengt hening the political | eadership, but equally i nportant, he nust
under st and t he econony.

W cannot repeat the debacle of the | ast one-and-half years. The
credibility of our econom ¢ managenent, especially our recovery pl an,
depends on having a core of peopl e who are know edgeabl e about t he econony
and are able to work together at the top.

Any Tom Dick or Harry can do well in good tines but only the best
econom ¢ nanagers can steer the econonmy out of trouble. The Prine Mnister
needs a good deputy, and soon.
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