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DON T QUESTI ON PM S DECI SI ON, SAYS NAJIB

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 7 (Bernamm) -- Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak sai d today no one should question Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad' s deci sion not to appoint a deputy for now.

He said Dr Mahathir had his own reasons in not wanting to fill the post
of Deputy Prime Mnister which fell vacant foll owi ng the sacki ng of Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahi mon Sept 2.

"It's the prerogative of the Prime Mnister and we shoul dn't question
it. Naturally, the Prinme Mnister has given the matter due consideration,"
he told reporters after presenting a keynote address titled "The Econom c
Crisis: The Need For Stability" at an econom c conference organi sed by
I SIS

Naji b, who is also an Umo vice-president, said this when asked to
conment on Dr Mahathir's decision not to appoint Deputy Prime Mnister. He
announced the decision after chairing the Umo Suprene Council neeting | ast
ni ght.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, said certain ninisters would
be appointed to carry out the ordinary duties of the Prime Mnister while
he was abroad.

However, he said it did not nean that m ni sters concerned had received
endor senent as candi dates for the post of Deputy Prinme Mnister or Umo
deputy president.

Najib said the Prine Mnister had his own reasons in keeping the second
hi ghest post in the governnent vacant until the Umo general assenbly next
year.

"W accept the decision,” said Najib, one of several Unmo | eaders
menti oned as potential candidate for the post of Deputy Prine M nister and
Umo deputy president.

Asked on the possibility that the contest for the post could split the
party, Najib said: "If it's a healthy contest, maybe not...if there are
power abuse and wi despread noney politics, it could undernm ne party unity,
he sai d.

"...1 believe the president has ways of finding out what is going on in
the party,"” he said.

Naji b al so said Dr Mahathir had directed hi mand anot her vice-president
Dat uk Abdul | ah Badawi to jointly performduties of Umo deputy president
until party el ections next year

He said both of themwere also entrusted with the duty of jointly
chairing the Umo Managenent and Disciplinary Comrittee as well as other
duties to be assigned by the president fromtinme to tine.

Naji b, who is the coordinator of the Barisan Nasional (BN) rally
pl anned for Saturday at the national stadiumin Bukit Jalil, said that
al though the rally was cancell ed on the advice of the police, the people
woul d continue to be inforned of current devel opment in the country.
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