06/ 09/ 1998

Quit if you can't | ead novenent, Umo Youth chief told

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Federal Territory Umo Youth today said Datuk Ahnmad
Zahi d Ham di should withdraw as Umo Youth | eader if he is no | onger
capabl e of | eadi ng the novenent.

In a faxed statenment, Federal Territory Umo Youth head Abdul Azi mMhd
Zabi di sai d his movenent expressed deep regret over Zahid's failureto
show a firmstand, and hi s questionabl e behavi our with regards to the
sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m

"Until now when the issue has dragged on for a while, he has still not
called for a special neeting for the Umo Youth Exco to di scuss and state
the noverment's official stand," he said.

He sai d the deci sion was unani mously reached during the novenent's
nmont hl y neeti ng whi ch was attended by t he heads of vari ous Umo divi si ona
Yout h novenent s.

"During the neeting, we al so swore al |l egi ance and expressed our total
support for any step or action taken by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad in relation to this issue.

"FT Umo Youth has total confidence in our Prine M nister and believes
that any action taken agai nst Anwar i s based on facts and solid proof."

He said FT Umo Youth al so rejected the all egati ons made by Anwar t hat
there was a high-level conspiracy by Umo | eaders and t he Governnent to
di spl ace him

Thi s, he said, was because the nmenbers of the Umo suprenme counci
collectively decided to expel Anwar from Umo.

"We al so express regret at the involvement of some students and nenbers
of non-governnental organi sations such as the Angkatan Belia |Islam
Mal aysi a (Islam c Youth Movenent of Mal aysia) and the Mal aysi an Youth
Counci |, which caused di sturbances before and after the Umo suprene
council meeting last night."

( END)
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