06 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Peace
M SI ANS OF VARI QUS RACES LI VE | N PEACE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
t oday Mal aysi ans of various races are able to cooperate and resol ve any
probl enms or m sunder st andi ngs ani cably.

The prime mnister said the people should be thankful for this because
if the nation was not peaceful and there were riots or fights all the tine,
they would not be able to earn a living.

"In a peaceful country like Malaysia, we can live in confort, we can
work and earn a living fromour toil," he said when flagging off 1,500
participants of the Duta Run, held in conjunction with the Commonweal t h
Ganes, here.

The 2.8kmrun, participated by public transport drivers in the Kl ang
valley and their famlies, started and ended at Hentian Duta, here.

The prime mnister said those who worked harder woul d earn nore but
because of the problemof differing incomes of the various races in the
country the government had to give attention to the bum puteras so that
they too could participate in all fields.

"In this way, they (bum puteras) can earn not very nuch | ess than or
soneti nes the sanme as or nore than the other races,” he said.

He said such action would al so reduce jeal ousi es anong the races and
hel p make Mal aysi a a peaces and safe country.

On the 16th Comonweal th Ganes, Dr Mhat hir said Ml aysi ans shoul d show
the world that they were capabl e of hosting such a big international neet
so that the visitors would return home with sweet nenories of the country.

About 6,000 athletes and officials from 70 Commonweal th countries are
expected to participate in the ganes here on Sept 11-21

Dr Mahathir said visitors to the ganmes would want to visit Ml aysia
again if they were treated well and this would benefit all parties.

"Every tine they conme, bus and hired-car drivers will also nake sone
profits, the country will profit, we will all share the fruit of our
efforts.

On Hentian Duta, the prime mnister said he was satisfied with the
conditions at the bus and taxi terminal which was built in a short tinme to
overcone the problemof public transport to the KL International Airport in
Sepang.

The run was also held to pronote the termnal. Present were the prine
mnister's wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali and Entrepreneur
Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Mistapa Mhaned.
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